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Background  

I. Climate Change Exacerbating First Nations Food Poverty1 

 
1 Human Rights Watch uses “food poverty” in this brief to describe lack of consistent access to adequate healthy 

food, or more specifically, decreasing affordability and access to nutritious and traditional food sources for First 

Nations, and the related impacts on health and culture. “Food security” and “food insecurity” are only used when 

referring to more formal, systemic measurements of access to food at the individual or household level, which may 

not reflect additional variables of food poverty, such as whether a household has access to culturally acceptable 

food. 
2 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, “Declaration of the World Summit on Food Security,” 

November 2009, http://www.fao.org/tempref/docrep/fao/Meeting/018/k6050e.pdf (accessed March 8, 2021). 

Regarding Indigenous food insecurity see, e.g. First Nations Food, Nutrition, and Environment Study, accessed 

September 18, 2019, http://www.fnfnes.ca/download (accessed March 8, 2021). 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/10/21/canada-climate-crisis-toll-first-nations-food-supply
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/10/21/canada-climate-crisis-toll-first-nations-food-supply
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/CulturalRights/Call_ClimateChange/Women-of-the-metis-nation.docx
https://www.itk.ca/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/20190907-arctic-and-northern-policy-framework-inuit-nunangat-final-en.pdf
http://www.fao.org/tempref/docrep/fao/Meeting/018/k6050e.pdf
http://www.fnfnes.ca/download


 
3 Valerie Tarasuk, Andy Mitchell, and Naomi Dachner, Canadian Institutes of Health Research and Research to 

Identify Policy Options to Reduce Food Insecurity, Household Food Insecurity in Canada, 2017-2018 (Toronto: 

PROOF, 2018); First Nations Information Governance Centre, RHS 2008/10: National report on adults, youth, and 

children living in First Nations communities (Ottawa: FNIGC, 2012); FNIGC, National Report of the First Nations 

Regional Health Survey: Phase 3, Volume 2, 2018.  
4 Human Rights Watch, “My Fear is Losing Everything”: The Climate Crisis and First Nations’ Right to Food in 

Canada, October 21, 2020, https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/10/21/canada-climate-crisis-toll-first-nations-food-

supply (accessed March 8, 2021).   
5 Ibid., pp. 21-64,  
6 Ibid., pp. 40-44. 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/10/21/canada-climate-crisis-toll-first-nations-food-supply
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/10/21/canada-climate-crisis-toll-first-nations-food-supply


II. Inadequate Government Response  

 
7 Ibid., pp. 49-54.  
8 Ibid. 
9 Ibid., pp. 57-61. 
10 Ibid., pp. 107-114. 



 
11 Ibid., pp. 63, 67-72.  
12 Ibid., pp. 18-19, 79-85. 
13 Letter from Minister of Northern Affairs, Daniel Vandal, September 29, 2020.  
14 Nutrition North Canada, “Cost of the Revised Northern Food Basket in 2016-2017,” Government of Canada, 

March 22, 2018, https://www.nutritionnorthcanada.gc.ca/eng/1519997966920/1519998026166 (accessed March 10, 

2021); Tracey Galloway, “Nutrition North Canada update fails to make retailers accountable,” Nunatsiaq News, 

December 12, 2018, https://nunatsiaq.com/stories/article/nutrition-north-canada-update-fails-to-make-retailers-

accountable/ (accessed March 10, 2021); Tracey Galloway, “Canada’s northern food subsidy Nutrition North 

Canada: a comprehensive program evaluation,” Int J Circumpolar Health, vol. 76(1) (2017), doi: 

10.1080/22423982.2017.1279451.  
15 Nutrition North Canada, “How Nutrition North Canada works,” Government of Canada, 2019, 

www.nutritionnorthcanada.gc.ca/eng/1415538638170/1415538670874 (accessed March 10, 2021); Nutrition North 

Canada, “Eligible Communities,” May 5, 2020, 

https://www.nutritionnorthcanada.gc.ca/eng/1415540731169/1415540791407#tpc2 (accessed March 10, 2021). In 

the fiscal year 2018–19, The North West Company (NWC) received 51 percent of NNC subsidy funds (CAD$39.58 

million), while its closest competitor, Arctic Co-operatives Limited received 17 percent (CAD$12.91 million). 

Nutrition North Canada, “2018-2019: Full Fiscal Year,” Government of Canada, April 23, 2020, 

https://www.nutritionnorthcanada.gc.ca/eng/1583247671449/1583247805997 (accessed March 10, 2021). 

https://www.nutritionnorthcanada.gc.ca/eng/1519997966920/1519998026166
https://nunatsiaq.com/stories/article/nutrition-north-canada-update-fails-to-make-retailers-accountable/
https://nunatsiaq.com/stories/article/nutrition-north-canada-update-fails-to-make-retailers-accountable/
http://www.nutritionnorthcanada.gc.ca/eng/1415538638170/1415538670874
https://www.nutritionnorthcanada.gc.ca/eng/1415540731169/1415540791407#tpc2
https://www.nutritionnorthcanada.gc.ca/eng/1583247671449/1583247805997
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16 Human Rights Watch, “My Fear is Losing Everything,” pp. 45-46, 84.  
17 Letter from Minister of Northern Affairs, Daniel Vandal, September 29, 2020; Nutrition North Canada, 

“Harvesters’ Support Grant,” https://www.nutritionnorthcanada.gc.ca/eng/1586274027728/1586274048849 

(accessed March 8, 2021).  

https://www.nutritionnorthcanada.gc.ca/eng/1586274027728/1586274048849
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