Reply to: 728 212th Pl. SW
2 DECEMBER 1981 Lynnwood, Washington
USA 98036

Leroy LittleBear

Dept. of Native American Studles
University of Lethbridge

4401 University Drive
Lethbridge, Alberta

CANADA TiK 3M4

Dear Leroy:

At long last'I am sending you the marked-up version of “Nation-
States, Indigenous Nations, and the Great Lie". I hope my marks ar
clear.

The following insert should be made at page 14 before the last
paragraphs

The proclaimed superiority of the nation-state has, in each of
our examples, been used to justify the dialocation @nd exploitation

of Indigenous nations. the "laws of nations" have been subverted
by domestic rationalizations to deny whole peoples their basic rights

colonial populations and impoverkkh indigenous peoples. The patter
of oppression are essentially the same. Indigenous nations in all
of our examples have been surrounded by lnvading peoples leaving

ag human beings. The myth of s;ieriority has been used to enrich nt:::

enclaves for indigenous homelands. Each indigenous nation seeks to
secure its homeland against further invasion. FEach Indigenous nation
is denied its right to exercise its distinct political powers. The

population as a distinct nation, and the exploitation of indigenous
lands and resources for the benefit of the state.

objective of eachnnation-state s the same: elimination of the indigiij]s

Here is a thumb-nail bio as you requested:

* Rudolph C. Ryser is a member of the Cowlitz Tribe. He studied
philosophy at Washington State University and international
relations at the Center for War/Peace Studies. He has served
a8 a political adviser to Indian Tribes and national Inddan
organizations in the United States, and is presently the
Special Assistant to the President of the World Council of
Indigenous Peoples.” :

Thaak you for the opportunity to participate in the symposium
lagt Spring. I hope this letter s you wekl. Best wishes during
the holiday season.

gards ¢

 RUDOLPH C.| RYSER



THE UNIVERSITY OF LETHBRIDGE

SEP 1.0 RECD

“To partlclpants in the Indian Government Conference, A e “
University of Lethbridge , .

Attached is an edited version of your presentation at the
conference. As you know, we are preparing the presentations
for publication as an anthology on Indian Government and the
editing of each preSentation has been done for this purpose.
We have eliminated personal references, repetitious material
and other items that in our judgement would not be appropriate
for the book.  In this process, however, we may have eliminated
or altered parts of your paper that you feel are important and
shouldkmaretalned. 'Therefore, we.have furnished you with -a
verbatim transcrlpt of your presentatlon to compare with the
edited version. If you wish any of the original material res-
tored, or desire to add additional material to your paper, please
feel free to do so. Also, we require a biographical sketch of
yourself to use 1in preparing the list of contributors to the book.

We would like your manuscript returned to us within three
weeks after you receive it, if at all‘possible. If you antici-
pate any difficulties in this respect (particularly if the mail
strike is still on) would you please call me at 403 329-2635
(Native American Studies Department, University of Lethbridge).

I look forward to hearing from you.
Sincerely,

Leroy Little Bear
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experience, and the only other thing I am going to say maybe . N .v\

— I dom't—want to take too much of . . ,

but I am going to tell you, all this what was presented, the L‘Lx\, \ D
\ C

only thing that was presented vesterday the (Chief from
conawauka I work closely with him for several years, and he

z ﬁ 4
come from wmnmu. ft came from the heart what he said this 1s vaCLy_ 7
the best thing and this is what I am saying all I got |{Is . ‘ -
this 1little piece of paper but I don’t have a stack of them ,‘/,/$

i { »
not almost 00 ears after, This is the biggest mistake 44;
that the government ever did, and mind you the ﬂmonym here
on’t forget education,is the most important things of our

stitution., m:vmowwam that 1f
don‘t bring the constitution home if the Britain agrees

m m to give Canada_ independence we still a lot worse
o Indtarnpeople I  don’t like —tov—be —asked —an

mﬂwosm but Yyou people like to give you a chance to as

s

m

The constitution {s very

OO

entleman any questions. Thank vou, 0OKav. gquestions
the floor for any of the three gentlemen,
H r4
is mxwmsnm the high commissioner for Tansanea was
Yy scheduled to speak at this time, but as vou Know
lace Jonn Monroe with the high commissioner last swnaﬂ
———at—our session— ] T r uay
wmmma and Ear)] (0ld Person but Earl I den’t think has arrived
this afternoon s0 I will proceed by introducing Rudy Ryser
and have him address you, 1 have known Rudy Ryser now for
X 14
the world council of indeaious people, Rudy is a member of
the Coulets tribe In the United States area and he has vast
experience 1In iIndlan government and working with indlan A ﬁ/

! L} = 1 N.MK T ’n &\
called Klamso a counsultant firm In Seattle he worked as %Md
»-

executive director of the small tribes organization of )
western Washington, He supervised the statf which numbered

o
uaomuws planning, judicial
systems and natural resource development, The organjizat]
was responsible for 17 trival governments., In 19 M

S

develooment, and human resources,

1

a
75 ¥
——Ryser served-on the staff of the American —Indian Po
Review Commissien in Washington D.,C. and he authored t
task force report on federal administration and structur
affairs, dver Rudy has

indian the
Indians,

e national congress of American the Govern
an Advisor Council 1In Washington state, tne Quin

tribe, and many other organizations In governme
—among which—4tsthe—worid— ) G .
many skills and as much knowledge about administrati
systems, He has meadiated many intergovernmental conflic
and he has served as a trainer in various types of wWorksho

o]
r
C
h
o

ears served

i
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. service development, and worked in the development
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varjous trikal government w:wﬁuﬁsnﬂo:m. S0 he comes to us

today very well dquallfjed to speak to thée subjJects of our
conference this week, Indian government, so its my pleasure
te Introduce vou to Mr, Rudy Ryser, Thank you very much
Marjie, I'd would 1like to greet the elders, the high

commissioner Tansanea, have vyvet To meet vour, I expect we

later today I have to start off hand first by mmm~sa
the long I1ist that Marie has read is really a sort ot
g of my education Most of my education has been in

m W e actual clrcumstances that affect
overnments in the past 10 to 15 years, When ] was

e
r
; 0 prepare a paper for this conference I was a little

Ing Dapers or 1 other people to deliver, not for me to
r and so what 1 was required to do was speak for

and that I discovered is the most difficult task of
What turned out to be almost more difficult than that

n
n
1
wm:ma because I have spent the last 10 to 15 vyears
e e
£
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~ tasK was to 51t dOoWn and type a papser and discover that
fter 15 years of work everyvthing that 1 would tell vyou

day would contradict may ns»amw I tried to teach 10 yvears
0., Alright, you must know that because for me it became

ety

0
g

n , T 1 afm going
to tell vou ﬁonwm. So I am learning from my Self for the
first tinme, Okay, so here {s the paper, The topjic I have
been asked to deljver a paper on carries the imposing title

of no:n@svoamnm models of nation Sstates and thelr
semi=atonomous ndeginecus tribal nation. From this
proposed title I have concluded that my job here is to
compare the situation of indegineous nations from various

parts of "the world as they relate to the government Ot
nation states, For this presentation I have selected four
such situations for 1indegineous populations, and nation
states have relations with an emphasis on it situations in

the T,8, and Canada, 1 will during my discussion point to
the situations Iin the United States "CAnada, Chile, and
Niquaraa, These have been selected for three reasons; one
the pollcies of these nation states toward Indegineous

nations nave all been drawn ¢from U,S, government
indegineous nations have all been drawn from UyS,s
governmental experience; two the 1indegineous population
share a common political, economi¢, and social asperations

and three THéy all 1Jlustrate relationships  which have
resulted from what I call the great lie, I am entitling
thils paper therefore Nations States, Indegineous Nations and
the Great Lie, because [ belleve there does not now exist an

—_accepraple - model ofF relarions Getween Indegineous
populations and nation 'states and I underline the word
model, There are hundreds if not thousands of examples of
nation state and indegineous nation relations where

—  domwminlating political and econom nterests are pracrticing
deceptions aimed at the elimnination of indegineous nations.,
It {s my intent to answer three questions by the time I have
concluded my presentation., They are what is the great lie,

0 at 11e been used by nation states to contol
and then eliminate indegineous nations and finally what are
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the alternatives available to indegineous nations 1f they

—are to —aveld—uitimate and—final—destruction by nation
states At first now let me give you my renewed discovery
of a SMmﬂou»nmw erspective, 1Indlan nations are made up of

eoples who are the decendants ¢f the orgininal landlords of

are the successor nations to grea npmpwpumﬁuo:u which
dominated the world for thousands of vears The nation
states with which this paper 1is concerned are political

20 ear perlod, a:mm have by various means sought to
expand thelr influence hroughout the 1indegineous nation
surround indegineous gopies and establish colonial

——Ta : : . I
while suppressing and exterminating the political

resources

ldenity ¢f whole H:ammﬁsmosm nations, The <¢ontemporay

reality 1s that Iindeglneous nations do continue to exist,
” - 23

larger more powerful and threatening to indeglneous nations,

The principle means by which the nation states of Capada,

the U, 5. Nicawaraw, and Chily have come to dominate and

o

1 ) , Y ing—the
Great Lie, Though each of the nations states bhegan mv

exlstance as polit nmpum and economically weak with o:wm a
small foothold on territories the people 0f these fledgling

—mations use their weaknmess toJain help and support—from the
more owerful indegineouys nations. Indegineocus nations
permitted the smal and helpless natlens to organize

overnments and even increase thelr population by aliowing

md—economic —refugwes from
other nations 1In urope, The Great Lie began to have
importance as a political and economic tool for new nations
occuping indegineous territories, As a means to gain

T LI
uropean nations located within the indegineous terrritories
began the selective process of convincing indegineous people
that 4{t {s the destinv of European nations to govern and

. PeEAn
nations so they said had the right to govern the world
because they were superior beings, Indegineous people would
be described ad were superior beings, Indegineous people

—would bedescribed as primative, um¢NMm. and—imcompetent;
Indegineous meﬁpm would bhe treagte as non=humans, The
theory was that. 1£f enough indegineous wmouHm could be
convinced of thelr own imcompentence that their own politilc,

7 ] _ ‘ i1 tremr—indegineous
pegples Would come to believe these n:msam themselves, and
retect thelr own indegineous natlons, Once indegineous
people rejected thelr own values and systems they could then

European nations have worked apyﬂamunﬁm to completely wipe
out indegineous history and intelectual thought and replace

them with European hlstory and intellectual thought, I am
, ] I—speak Englis
don’ speak my own tongue,

, . Tishy 1
any of you are a product of
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yourselves, Fortunately, we have elders who still have
T oWn no:mcm. . The Great Lle 1Iis simply thils 1f
mH:mocm peoples reject thelr own history. intellectual
.ocpment, language, and culture and wmwwmnm these things
h European values and jdeals then indegineous people will

survive, It 1s "from thls twisted thinking that European
nations have convinced millions of indegineous peoples all
over the world to surrender thelr freedom and accept

subsegation as a way of life No where Iin he world more

an n the United States has The Great LIe had a greater
success, After many years of writing treaties and forcing
indeginecus nations to agree to their contents, the United
States government would vigolate those solum agreements, To

solve theése V]IorIations the (nited sStates would tell the
indegineous nations that since nsmm were incapable of
understanding the agreements in the flirst place, the United
States would use {ts own system of Justice to find a remeady

not Internationa&l law, not the laws of indeginecus nations.
Since 1831 the c:»nma,mwwnmm has been adjudicating disputes
between itself and {ts indeginecus nations, History
demonstrates that the more iIndeginecus nations became

dépeéndent Upon the U, B, Iégal and political Institidtions
the more indegineous nations have experienced errosion of
thelr own governmental powers, territorial, and natural
resource rights, and cultural development, The U, &, dld

not stop at sinply asserting 1ts superjiority over
indegineous nations through its legal system, After 1871
when the U,5, unilaterily declared lts. intention to Cease
treaty makihg with indegineous nations, it iwmposed a new

no:nmm on 5§  relations w ndegineous nations, It
asserted that congress o the United States would exert
plenary power over Ww matters involving indegineous

1 4

E
nations, In a more direct term the U,S5, government
declared that It WoUld exXercise absolute ang unlimited
political power cover the internal affalrs of indegineous
nations, U,S, installed a legislative dictatorshlp over
the affalrs of indegineous nations, In fact, the United

~ Startes government declared Indedlneoliz governments illegal
and such governments woeuld be forceable suppressed, Indian
nations would be cut off from the world family of nations.
In 1934 the U, S. government instituted a law called the

Indian Teorganization act which would effectively replace
any vestiage of the original »:gmmano:m overnments with
overnments that would be designed and instituted by the 1,
s ltself, These governments would be recognized by the U,

De CONgress as vhe legltimate governments over indegineous

ority for governments under the control of an appeinted

-] . -
territories. The constitutions for the American made
ﬁmmmopamocm governments placed all of the political
8

bur

gacrate the S&cretary ot the interior, and the
leglslative power in the U, s congress, These tribal
mocmwuamgnm were granted limited powers to enact laws, but
hey were granted substantjial powers to regulate and control

tribal people on beHalf of the United STates, 10 & very
real way these tribal governments became direct extentions
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ocf the cnwﬁma States government operating under U.,5. laws

] T
law nowoaamm governments, The rules under which these
colonjial tribal governments operated ensured U,S, access
and control over indegineous lands, natural resource, and

sponsored colonial government system,

: ! [ . riIrs.

agree to the U,S.

msmmmm am:w msamou:mosm olitical leaders actively opposed
. n

ervention nto indegineous political and legal
il

the U, S. tribal government
leaders within indegineous
rantees of political power and

own vmmvpmm not to acce
system, Yet other polit}
nations accepted mone

pt
cal
gua
olo

: . 1T
suppor of the 1, 8., ¢ nial tribal government systen,
Many indegineous nations did not accept the U, S ribal

wo<mu:am: system and retained thelr own government systems,

S. government authority. Now 47 vyears later man
{indegineous political leaders are guestioning the wisdom o
creating U, S sponsored in reorganization act

iscovered that the rights  and nterests of indegineous
wmovumm have been o<mnssmaawnnpm subordinated to the
nterests of the United States, ndegineous peoples in the

cmnogm hostages to the American pmmmw and vowum»nmp system,
Indegineous law and political development 1s denled even

more vigorously. The timber, oil, coal, uranium, water, and

imeous nations s bpelnyg—used by

the Unlted states to benefit U. S, goals and asperations,
and the U . invented tribal government system 1Is being
used mmmm:ma indegineous peoples to den them the sole uUse
——of—their—owvimr—propertys tion

mxmnma is belng forced onh indegineous populations to ensure
that the next generation of indegineous people will have

completely forgot about the existance of Iindegineous
Washington was the founding father of their nation, In this
case they are belng told that their natien is the United
States, They are being told that American political system

beacon of freedom for all mmovwm‘. ut they aren’t told 1s
hat the U, S, s thought "o destro thelr home land,

ey

heir history, their language, and culture as well as the
LT u .

. m.. once a weak and defenceless nation of people
ecome the dominant political and economic force throughe
western hemesphere, Where thelr economy is decimat

rtythe
ndegineous nations now look to the United S5tates government
for help and persustance. The United States and {its
businesses say only give us your land, your minerals, your

a harsh endicment of the United States, but

[]
may seem
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let me remind you that if vou must ask about the resent

no:aunuo:OHH:nmapsmocm noompmm H:n:mczpﬂmamnmmmmaa
you must explaln how that condition can to pass you must
conclude that 1t resulted from the actions of traders to
indigenous people the actions of Europeans or the actions of

both, T prefer to accept the view that indigenous nations
have been deceived by Eurcpeans with the smpm of Indigenous
traitors who have given their loyalty to the natioen state
and turned against the indigenous nations., In many ways the

sitia n Lanada Tesembles The Stage of political
government in the U, S, during the latter 19th century and.
early 20th century, Both the nation of Canada and the
nation of the United States were born from the same mother,

The TUnited JStates galned release from its mother over 200
years ago, Canada s still tied to its mother by an
umbilical cord called the British North American Act, = But
like the U, S,, Canada wants to become a full darown power

able to act on TS own without following the rTules et down
by the mother, Unlike the United States, Canada had to wait
a long time before asking the royal mother if it could leave
home and grow u Everything Canada knows about conducting

— ~ relatloh h—1nglgénous nations, 1t learned from 1TE
mother, or its bigger brother, the United States. Just as
the U, 8, made agreements and broke them with indigenous
nations so did Canada, Just as the U, Se created a

legislative dictatorship over iIndigenous nations 5o did
Canada, now Canada is at a crossroads helatedly separating
from the mother but the indigenous nations are an obstical,
Canada cannot become a free and independent country unless

1t ~can Claim™ to have ¢ontrol over all of the teérritory in
upper North America, all of the people, and all of thelr
land, The 1indigenous nations in Canada have learned from
the mlstakes of their brother to the south and they are not

~  hoWw f¥ully prepared to give Canada a g elT landsy
natuyral resources, and people, To remeady this problem the
Canadlan government is now mmmx»:m to learn from its brother
in the south by promoting the parliamentary enactment of an

Indian government act, This act 1§ for all pratical
purposes a direct copy of the U, S, indian reorganization
act, In fact the Canadian government has consulted
extensively with U, S, officials over the vyears to take

advantage of the model policies and mnmnomnmmm used toward
indigenous governments developed in he U, S While
Canada‘’s structure {s somewhat different from the U, 3,
structures, it has worked to accomplish the same goals, The

e n JeNous na ne & [¥] ITI6n of
Canadlian European values over indigenous valyes, A
similation of indigenous populations is the essential goal,
The goal Iin Canada Is achjeveable 1f the Canadian officials
successftul 1In ng © carry ou € great lie The
effort to politically mmuscwmnm_uuapm»:oam people in mm:mam
is a nmnomsmmmnuo: by Canada that indigenous nations are
wholly outslde of the Canadian federal system, Were it not
the Tact Then Canada wouldn’t even bother, SiXtvsfour
percent of what Canpada perceives to be a part of 1its
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territory it knows belongs to the indlgenous nations and not

. . vannot
become a full nation without contrellling indigenous peoble
and that 64% so what they offer in exchange for all of that
is recognition of jindlan goverpnment in thelr constitutjion

—and by their —law, — Just—_as the U, s ssie— abour
instituting the ex{stance of i{ndian government s¢ Canada 1s
in the process of doing the same, Just as the U, 5.
sought to do that to gain control over indigenous lands and

1 : (L
that, Canada has mwnmwmm worked to impliment the great lije
by telling »anmm:o:m people that the Canadian constitution
can Wwill protect indigenous nations and prevent further

) ] . e You nowv
control only the right, ndeed it must be understood among
indigenous leaders that Canada cannot permit indigenouys
nations to continue to exist, They will always be a threat

! A L1IDN,.
The Canadlan ao<mnsamnﬂ has time and time again denied that
the first nations of Canada the indigenous nations have
original claim to the vast territories that are called

nations have a_ political jdenity separate from _that
federation called Canada, and that Canada has no right to
claim political or economical rights within indigenous

. Tid—create 4
vation where it could be argued that Canada has only
istrative responsipility to indigenous nations, and that

indigenous nations and the United Kingdem have a

stance of Canada, 8o Canada‘s solution is to instltute
Great Lie. We will help you brother, come and join us,
ourself, but watch what happened in North

vYou can be

e ) ) TS dre not a9 pdart &«
the family any more, they are part of America, In
wgra we have a <mnm similar situation, there are three
es there the moskitho, the rayma, and the summo, They

] —are —the
r nm population in eastern Nicawgra, wuamﬂ he summosa
en they were told that they must be nlcawgrans not
ithos, not raymas, not summos. They must be Nicawrans

Many of those peorle in those tribes revolved against
mmosa roseen even though 1t was supported by the
States and other western powers to be held in power,

t an appressive roseen, The sentinestas who were the
ous leaders who were the labor leaders in Nilcawgre who
1so the hisspanic decendants and not indigenous people

n summosa as they did and so they took up the
lon against summosa and they won and everyone Wwas
proud, For now they were done with the oppression; the

——moskithos;—the raymas; and—the sunmas had dervided now —they
would smam an onvoumcswﬁw to have thelr own land and thelir
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own natlions once again, But not long after the Sandinesta

is assummed the great powerful role of leaders of Nicawgra
they went to the indigenous mmovpmm and sald vyou are
Nicawgrans you are not moskithos, you are not raymas, you
are not summas, If vou are not Nicagrans vou are dead and

so the revolution continues to produce and 1indlgenous
nation, Nicawgra offered to these summas raymas, and.
moskithos a government, they said, we witl give you a

government as a part of our government and we will even
wnmaun you to have a representative In our government
owever we will select him and they did, They selected a
German Natzie to become thelr representative in the
parliament of the Sandinestas and s¢ where is the indlgenous

nation now, The same controversary exists there as 1t
exlsts nere as it exists in the U,S5, and everywhere where
nation states and i{ndigenous nations c¢ollide, The central
ijssue remains are the goals ¢of nation states the same as the

indigenous hnaction

oomeonp:auam:ocm:mnuo:m.ng WWH zmno:nwaanHnma
conclyde by looking through history Is It no they are not,
Hsammmsocm nations can co~exist but if they become a part of
a nation state that 1s dominated b somegne else the

. appear, & wWe ave a
situation that exists exactly the same the new government of
Pinoshay advised the Mapuchay people who had occupled the
territory for thousands of years they must move £from that

territor because there s copper and tin under yoll ground
and so when they would not move the Pinoshay government
enacted a law that said the government has the right to take
that land all they require is that one person not even a

Mapuchay but one person within thée indigenous Territory to
say yes you can have my land and then the government would
have the would have the authority to take it all, and so
they have one hundred communities in the last year have been

devastated TRdigenous communities and thelfr 1and has been
opened up for copper and coal and zinc and nichol and tin to
advance the interst of (Chile to advance the interests of
other peoples but not the Mapuchay, even their own land

ctannot benefit thewm now, What ~€an be done, It 1§ very
simple and perhaps thats wnhy its the most dlfficult, as we
hear from our elders they say over and gver and over agaln
over centuries they have sald hold on to the natlon of

mmovpm defend thé nation of v@omwm against all eneémies,
scert your own government you don’ have .to ask for a
government, You have a government, If you have no
government you have no people thep there is no reason to

even agrue buat ¥ ovVer [+ 3] no

populations who ¢arry out governmental activities understood
historically and {n contemporary terms and often they ask
the nation state to give them the power to act, The only

mozmu that exists for anvy people whether it 15 the United
tates or Canada whereas the Shushap, the Blackfoot, any
nation as if the people themselves act to conjure up the
strength, to force that nation upon the rest of world

the
and Say weé are here and we don'U plan t0 disappear., UUT
power comes from within and from X, our access to the great
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spirit, With those two things the indigenous nation can

—survive, It cannot_survive by asking someone else Ly -

. ] ¢ permilt
it to survive, Thank vyou <mnm much - I
would like to ask Dave Nicholson 1f he would come and oin
us up here, I understand he 1is on the program this

point
introduce our nmxm speaker, Earl 014 Person, naow many of you
from Southern Alberta undoubtedly know Mr, (0ld Person, He
has been the leader the representative of the Blackfoot

. nmlpuu.u@q
ontanna for vears and years and years, I don’t Xnow 1f he
has ever lost an election and the reason for that is that he
nas been very faithful to his constituency and they have

—feltheh
Earl I understand s a very well respected for his
farming, his ranching, and he has bheen <mnm ﬂmnnu<m with
a

various other organlzations in the United § es lncluding

Congress of American lIndians.,  He has made many
representations on behalf of his people to other parts of
the world and other nations and other activities in the

mmpuaww: wmome a:mnxwocgn.owammumosnonnoapma
today and 1 would like to ask you to speak now, Thank yodu
again I was caught by surprise, My friend

madam chalrman

) gto be a speaker so it may
look like 'I may have a prepared statement but I do not have,
I have a few notes that kKind of reminds us, It is ood to
see that we have some of our elders that are here today, and

T in tnis
gathering that we are having here in Leth nmnam are the
reasons why you have the indlan studies program, They ' are

the people who are the so called backbone to the things that

exist " ) 3
and even the middle wmmm people and the youndger peocple
maintain that indian name, I sometimes am questioned about
my name O0ld Person, I guess they expect that I be using a

aoss. these are the names that were gjiven according to
leadership according to the visions the dreams that our
oldtimers and our people that look to nature the people that

— ook to— . , 2]
names come from, and they are :mn just names that were
picked from no one, but they were of great significance, 1

see our friend Larry Prune, Dan Chiefmoon, Larry is one of

’ TI
survival, for maintaining and preserving

leader for thelr

the lands that we call our so called reserves  our

reservations, which I don’t refer to them as reservations,
. [ w

lands for us, except those people that were determined those

people that were brave and strong and fought for these lands

tha still exist and that caused us to exist today.

——AlTthough that wetave tad many treaties  we have nhad man
agreements with the governments that we deal with, and m
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nk its been sajid time and agaln and enough that those

aties and those agreements were broken, they were not
ed up to, but our oldtimers they recognize them they took
m as to be sacred to them, but what was within those
aties were not the things that they were made to believe

t were 1in the Ttreatles, I am speaking on my side the
der. Many of the oldtimers that I have conme mmcmp:nma
N I began am political leadeérship back in 1954, became
ribal councilman and [ been & councilman ever since I

ame a chalrman In 1 4And was a chalrman ug un
off for two vears, I quess vou might say I was demot
t I made a comeback and I am mmm#n a chalrman, But mos

OO € 0 rtirrrtie et
SO =0 TRy
NOCret s DD D < D~

since 1934 of the Blackfeet peoplé, But these cldtimer

used to interpret for them and when 1 say the oldtime

these are the nmomwm who wore thelr halr long and in bra
5

e
t
I was glying the the Chief then In 1978 for the first ti
5
i
dressed in indian was their dress, they did not dre

ust for <certaln ofcassions but It was thelir way of dres
lot of them did not understand the English language,
lot of them did not it, but sometimes I would catéh some of

wno~ o,
Yo (1A A =DM

them that when they had to they will, But the would take
0 CONEET W me an e U el me
in the treaties the things that are in the

treatlies were not the things that were suppose to be In the
eatjies., And I certainly believed them as an interpreter a

nn
H:HHqwooaSQBUmnonnsmmpmnxnmmnﬂnpcmHm mmx_n:m
Hm:n:momnpcmzﬂacsamnmnm:aun.Hmﬂﬂwpum<mapmm culty in
getting aCross to the people that interpret for to
understand what 1ls being said and I just wonder what kind of

Interpreters ﬂsom had in those days, S0 I certainly agree
that there were things tnat they were made to ‘bellieve " were
the treaties were not, I hink we all understand and
realize the kinds of confrontation the kinds of things that

come before 0§ day atter day week atrter week month aAffer
month Mmmn after year we often hope of new admistrations
that ake place within our nations that tney would do
something that would begin to cause things to happen for the

indian péople, I beliave there have been many
recommendations they have send people out into the indian
country to find out what does the indian people want what {s

there desires and we begin to come up with the things that
we think that we want for our nation§ for our countries but
still we £ind ourselves back . at the bottom of that
totempost, In the United States we had people leaders that
had fought and wanted someone that was Of our kind to take

Hoomwpm<mpﬂoammpsun:ﬂso wnocpmam on nm smma n:m‘<mwpocm
agencies that deal with indian problems, Hoping that this
of solving and answering some of the problems

Wwould be a wa

) e efires and soMe of the concerns that we
indian people have, but again that too I guess somewhat
failed becayse there was someone at the higher up was giving
he directions as the gentleman said, and so they were

£
gulded In ~—a& direction where they were AnNSwering to someone
else other than the indian peoplie. I think many of the
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leaders tribal Jleaders up until recently have worked and

— become leaders and took onn that “resonsibility —Just b
experience and have worked through experience, They did no
have) such a spectacular background of education but they
were working with what was real with them, I myself, I do

T T rnot have a background, im whnieh ¢ase 1 do not have a college

. education vmnxanocaa" a degree, I do not have w:m kind of
degree I think I have told this to aw friend Bari mspnmm
that "the only kind of degree I ever had was a Phd, but it

T and—tihats gone too

because they have machines for that today, Buf working
hrough experjience the real thing that we see that actually
to the reservations that we have the indian lands

Tt
]
kel
T
E1-]
3
wn

‘JI|iﬁ:mﬁ\iﬂiﬁﬂnﬂvdlwﬂdﬁﬁja\\ﬁmmwddMIldjmﬁllﬂMllmwmmx\\aﬁ\\m:m i}
leve this 1s the reasons for our oldtimers speak out,
y often question., They are very sceptical about various
ngs that c¢ome to them, They begin to wonder where is

! seUsy and
we think they are a little bit crazy to ask this

ndian reorganization act

e gentleman spoke of the
L, UaY

timers at that time questions that particular act, and a
of those oldtimers and members during that time refused
vote for this act to come onto the reservation, but it

bel

The

thi

som

m mmnwoawsucn in the long run we begin to see that they are
q

old

lot

t

4

musams ame_ :m<mwnsocmsn n:mnn:muwwﬁ»nawmﬂmnnsocwm
p cause the Indlan peogple to go out of existance, but I
hk they made a mistake when they forced us and require

— —threindian peopie the indian-childrento goto schoovlis =

se wmomwm who took advantage of this are the people that
in to take lead and they begin to turn things around, and

v
1
i
- Tty
arn their ways, This is where the mistake came, because
0
g
£

! v C ) |3

ferent laws around, and they bedgin to take a hard look at
e kinds ¢of things that were coming to the indian people,
was at one time when perhaps our leaders sat there and

re—to themy; —but—tihe
came when they bedgin to hold off those kinds of
ngs until they had a chance to see what was going to

also

uments, they did’t have fo use papers, whatever they had
d was right there was real, They were teachers way back
n

m
i
ppen, And so =--== end of tape 2 side 1,  Side 2, And so
m
en they taught, our ancestors taught, there childrens how

amrd—to—make—iivelthoods
for their family people, numm taught them how to g0 out on
warpaths and to go out and hunt the buffalo to go oyt and
see for the kinds of things that would help their people,

out
to mo and taught to do, they caused the people hardship,

B = L
1f they were not careful in aousm what they were told
r

I was talking to a and I was referrin

roup one time, to a

in the summer or winter whether it was blizzarding or not
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they were ¢rossing it, Thev had 0 Bgwim ac¢cross, but I
advised at that time that don't ﬁnm It noamm. "Tnere 1s a
bridge use it otherwise you will catch pneumonia, but that
was their way of 1ife, and this 1s what I mean but that
their life was real, The tribes in the United Stat oday
have been tried with Just about m<mu<nru:m. Our governments
have come to us with  many programs, d{fferent kinds of
legislation, making them sound as if they are the kinds of

things that is going te get Us on our wa oin

ommﬁ: 0 soLve 0%Se problems at We haVe DLeen gues
with, but we find at the end that they were directed in a
way where we would fail, Many of the tribes in the United
States came under what was known as an allotment act whereby

some Individuyal members wereé given certaln portions of Jlands
as their own lands thats their own lands, and I believe the
reason that this was done this was another way of those
people that were our leaders seeing us losing out on the

Hmsnmn:mﬂimonn:vw.rmﬂmn «mmam n:mwnmamcnsﬁnzssmn
was called my people referred to it as forced patents,
because those people they allowed those people who had these
Hm:Mm to get a patent in otherwords its no longer under

y or ndlan oOwWner or undef The government L was Just
like anyone e)lses land they could sel at  any time he
want, This was another way of seeing that our lands woul
go out of existance, They had a program known as and of

course the 1Indian Teorganlzation act came abelit, and then we
had a program called relocation this was where they were
relocating our wmonwm especially our young family members
into the metropolitan areas into the " larger cities and

nmwwusm them thls 15 where The survival Is this 18 where Vou
are going to get «ocu Jobs this 1s where you are going "to
get the kKinds of things that you want, Many of these people
_ came back but a number of these people stayved and made a 4go

of It and are qguilTe successful, and so0 these kKinds of
different things that came to us our indian peocple made a
stand and were making them turn to where they were not doing

as the way they were thought it would do to the indian
eople, A STOTY was told about a minister that came to an
ndian fellow evidently this indian was about half in need
of drinks apd the mwinister came to him and the felliow
naturally went to the minister and wanted some help from nim

as far as money WwWas concerned to get another drink, The
minister says you know I haven’t seen you in church for many
many vears now, I have been helplng yvou out with a few cents
here and there, He sSays vou going to have to start going to

auze a
for those people zsowao:.ﬂ go to church, and he says and
that place is a place where it is always hot, crouded, smog,
dirty, he went on and made it Just sound awfull, and the

mmpposmnooaﬂumﬁam:nz@mm<m mmm Hcmpum<mesosssmnoc
mean, He says 1sn’t that what they call relocation, he
indian eople inspite of these various things that 1s
confronting them, and that is causing them to take a hard

look at the Kinds of things Thats coming to them are making
a move a forward move, dnot to get away from the kinds of
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things we still hope we could preserve and maintain in as

misunderstand that whenever sm.mmm we want to go back and
live our smm of our ancestors, n:mm hink that we want to go
back and ive 1in our teepees all yvear around to be 1In our

—Indlan costumes all _yvear around, to get away from thls thgt
we have noamm~ but I believe n:mw the indian people today do
want to maintain those that they are able to maintain and

reserve, If its our dance, if 1lts our song, 1f its our
r

are the kinds of things I believe that the indian people
want to keep and continue practicing and showinag their
younger peopble as they are coming, but at the same time to

foTtt I to do the—kinds—of - R -
mow:m to help their indlan people, theilr reservations, and
he kinds of things that they are desiring for, Today we
have many of our young people such as we have here today,

—the indlanmpeorle are taking advantage —of —the—kinds ot
things tha are being made available to them, such as this
university that you have here, 'We have sSome of -our kind

thats taking leadership, such as Marle, and others that are

.GC._.O =ﬂ<ﬂh
mwnnmq@ people 1like tnat to ead but they are
aking advantage of thils ouvouﬁ:upﬂmsﬂ:mnm coming to hem,

and believe this is the reason at we are not followers

——anymore nelther weare not trying to lead;but—we are takin

a stand where we can walk together with nm0mm people who wmm
us at one time, and that we would be able to have the same
oppoortunities and be able to have the same kinds of things

i =4 ST T
I had a magazine article in Forbes advertising I guess jin a
way of our prenci) factory, and in that the heading of {1t
sald we don’t want our help, but we want your business.

1 I = U
They never realize that
we are making efforts we have our endeavors we have our WAYS
of trying to make something more permanent that we can look

) a5
people wanting help all the time,

and perhaps make 1t & success, and vwhen t wmncsmm
suyccessful that 1t be recognized Just 1like any other
business or any other effort that is made throughout this

- " . |
this time, and we hope that it would be recognized just like
any other non=-indian industry. That peoble would recognize

that the products we put out are Jjust as good as any

: - rrarhaacﬂﬂrh:
I wanted to get across to the nation, and most of mpm
our people that done the work, the ilndian people, and
people had no education , they had no training about

amxamﬂamsnnoca._ﬁﬁppmdmﬁ:ma;m~msa Hﬂ.amwmm
ers look and see that it can be done, I ave a fellow
lleague here, Mr, Swaney, who are making the same kinds

QOQPT b=t =

LT
onstantly

r
problems are just as great as anyone else,
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fighting for the things that they feel and see 1s right for

them, and things that are wrong to them, I used In many
occasions now a statement that was made by a man, Tonm
Porter, When he sald that he did not wMNQm with golng to
school, and he refused to go to school, arnd when he went to

school he Tefused to do his work, until one time In one of
his text books, history book, he saw his grandfathers
uocwnﬂm. his grandfathers picture in the book, and that was
going to be part of their lesson, but it was towards the end

-} 4 The DOoOK and wheén he saw that he determined that he
wasn’t going mo miss one day of school. He was aousm to do
evervthing to keep up wlth school and teo Ao his work,
because he was walting for one day one great day that was

going fo <come, and that was thé day when thevy Come to that
mmom of his grandfather, and the teachers were wondering,

hey began to wonder about him, My what changed him you
know, He is an excellent student now, He is never absent,

and tHen that amm Came Chey come to that pade, and the
teacher got up for the lesson the teacher says all right we
come to this page but this page we are going to skip today
because jt 1s not that important. You can ust about see

wha om Porte elt, e relt, W a area et down,
He just went the other way, noavpmnmpm opposite from what he
tried to do, and 1 belleve this tells us that if we are

iving Just a half a chance the same kind of recognition

smHOn:mnm mmn n:m.mmamxﬁuaonwmnooaunpo:n:mnosuvmovpm
may get I think we the people will be willing to come
ﬂommn:mu come together and do the kinds of things that can
help us moomn:mw. but inspite of that he 1is going around

Lryilng to encourage people to make a stand and t0 try and to
do the kinds of things that would help survive, 0Our people
and to contlnue to make that stand for our cause, Today we
nhave a great guestion among the indian tribes in the United

ates, an nKk Mr, SwWwiney will varify this partcticular
statement, Today we do not know where we indian mmovum are
going, We do° not know the kinds of things thats going to
come within this administration that we have, because at one

wonsn our leaderTs say Chat They will not cause hardshlip to
he ummgm. to poor, toe those that need help, On the other
hand thatl we see that they are the number ones that n:mm are
hurting at thls time, and so it is another a separate ight

today 18 how are we going to get the message to those people
that we looK to for our survival, to those people that we
look to for our help, and this 1s where I believe that

coming together banding together, and knowing what and the
Kind Oft 0 a T
this time, I have said in one of my nmmxm that 80%s are tne
vyears of being realistic, e cannot pretend no longer, we
cannot look at things i{n a way that we do not deem them

serious, but we are going to have to takKe a Jook at whatever
we stand for and whatever we want in & real way, because I
belleve 1In a statement tnat was made by one of the lawyers
that we had back in Washington, D.C, when one of ~our

oldtimers askKed Hhim through me as an H:nmuwnmnmns he s53y§
why 1s our treaties broken, why are they not lived up to by
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the government, The lawver pointed at a bulb, a light Ucpwh

] naTY [ L
was remarked last night he was mooxﬂun for India, and he saw
us people and referred to us as indians, and he says 1{ts
good thing he wasn’t Jooking for turkey maybe they would

refer to us a gublers, but nhe Says when they came to  this

continent vyou’ psapmm pecple oytnumbered them, there were
more of moc people you were powerful, they came they had to
do sometning, they had to make some kind of treaty they had

L
and many in :caamﬂm,n:»m cou m care less for those treaties,
He says its just like this light bulb thelr so mnno:m toda
they are so great today the es Just

can break these treat
—Tike thetight bulty et T . 7 : end
our leaders today, m certainly commend those people that are
making a stand today, That i{nspite of these kinds of things
at we are made to believe that could happened that they

T are-stili making—a stand and—that —they are stitt coming

rth and that they are going to continue coming forth with
e kinds of things that ﬁ:mm believe in the kinds of things
at they belleve that going to give the kinds of answers

a5 Nad

we have m:mo kinds of leaders we are going to
ntinue fighting for those things that we feel {5 ours, As
@ oldtimer says In the future you are golng to continue

Xlsts
long as

e Ya Yo de K Ry dodud

—fighty ot —wit ‘
n:n. with documents, amnmcmm agaln
ing to he Hooxﬂ:m in, and it {i{s toda

the wvalues o

oUur adversaries are
! w. They are looking
our lands of our lands that we live on,

galny—and
Yy are going to come at us and we are going to make that
n we are going to have to depend on moc people who are
eaders and will pe the leaders, these oildtimers need

—

1 T A LO
nmum for the Kkinds of things ﬁsmm they practice to
Its going to take that leadership, and so with that
hope that regardless of this border line that we see 1

XXQIT IO T OrIJ00 0T

» w rthow
I

t—3oims—us
her, and that is the kind of stand that we must begin
ke whether we are Blackfeets, Bloods, North Pelgans,
Blackfoot, Flathead, whatever, we are indiar people as

_ cﬂwm.ﬂwazrjm<ﬁmmuﬂﬂc
moampmaﬂsaum:mo: sm ummmu<mnpo:mnsmmnmppn:ma
esipatie thats not Blackfeet, thats not indian, 1its real
people and so we are the real people and we are fighting for

Est R Andnk Tl XA Nad N de dilte]
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» . I—c<ati
Muos our nexil speaker I know that you have sat a long time
0
wil

ou may take a stretch and have some coffee, d then vwe
agreed to speak

sm<mocumusmwmnmmxmnn:Hmmn mo»snsm
on the federal perspective, Dave has the

experience and knowledge to speak on the subject, Dlavid was

r aon:HSHsmzmn»npammumnmp<masummacnmn»o:mﬁmﬁ.wc=Mﬂon

vears In" military service, He worked in Portugal 1in




Department of Political Science,
The University of Lethbridge,
4401 University Drive,
Lethbridge, Alberta T1K 3M4,

27 November 1981

Rudy Ryser,

c/o World Council of Indigenous Peoples Office,
Room C-812,

University of Lethbridge

Dear Rudy,

Thank you very much for speaking to the Southern Alberta Council
on Public Affairs on November 19th. Your speech stimulated a
great deal of interest, and as a result, I am sure that more
southern Albertans are aware of the native constitutional
position.

It was very good of you to agree to speak at a moment's notice.
Not only did you help us out of a diffucult position, you spoke
~to the topic as if it had been arranged weeks in advance.

I hope to héve the pleasure of meeting vou again the next time

you return to Lethbridge. TIf you would agree to speak to my

political science class for a few minutes one day, I would be
very happyv.

Thank you again for vour help.

Sincerely,

&u@:&u




