.~ . FINAL DRAFT

‘working title: INDIAN TREATIES REVISITED

~a slide-audio play

The content of this slide-audic play is fictional.

Historical photographs and quotations have been used

- to reinforce the dramatic story you are about to
experience. Any resemblance to actual persons,
Viving or dead, is purely coincidental.

MAIN CHARACTERS:

SONYA YELLOW FEATHER, a young tribal girl
" TECUMSEH, great Shawnee chief |

RED CLOUD, great Sioux chief

CHIEF JOSEPH, great-Nez Perce chief

CHIEF JUSTICE- JOHN MARSHALL, U.S. Supreme Court Justice
STABE MANAGER

MINOR CHARACTERS:
HERBERT W. BRECK a fictitious BIA agent
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ANONYMOUS VOICES

THE SETTING: o
A young tribal girl, SONYA YELLOW FEATHER, has become

concerned about the confusion people are having about the treaties.

When the slide-audio play begins, she is seen among the stacks

at a 1arge library nearing a state of frustration and exhaustion..

she then falls asleep. Once asleep, she begins to dream about the

subject of her research and encounters a variety of historical figures

who willingly respond to her questions. - Conversations highlight

the main aspects of the treaties and the development of U.S. policies

which have distorted their meaning..... '



-ACT ONE -
DISC LA/ MER S<IDR.

MUSIC begins.f_

" YOICES {under music): |
My tribe has a treaty. What does it mean?

Does changing the treaty change the tribe? g
A -t 5'L ey
Was there a tribe before the treaty?

Why can the United States government interpret
- the treaties any way it wants? -
Why can't the tribes do the same? ‘ '

Does a treéty protect the tribe?

Can Congress ignorerthe'treaty without
- the consent of the tribe?

If we are'nét a céuntry...and we are not a state....
c)% and we are not a territory...What are we?
Nhy.were treaties signed in the first place?
Why do our 1eaders keep talking about_treaties?
'Shou1d we keep our treaties?
“Can the treaties be changed?
VOICES fade @F. Musrc continues.
SONYA YELLOW FEATHER: {exasperrated. S1ams boak on table)

Whew. . .Boy....Am I CONFUSED? Treaties....Supreme

Court decisions....plenary power of Congress....
I wish someone could expiain to me what Indian treaties are all about.
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MUSIC continues

STAGE MANAGER: {under MUSIC)
Sonya Yellow Feather doesn't know it yet....but with th

12 s/Sc'c'

magic of fiction and dreams, she is about to be transport

on a journey through history. @

She hasn't had much Tuck with the books in the library...

her mind is a?iv;with visions of tribes and treaties....

she's tired.....
Sonya Yellow Feather is ONE tribal member who

has become concerned about the treaties....She's

about to REVISIT Indian treaties in a very unusual way...

(PAUSE)

~ Let's join her in the library and see how she's coming

SdNYA :

VOICES:

A

i

along. ‘

(yawning...very tired)
I'm sleepy....I've been in this library

forever. .@..there‘s S0 many books..w.v—-
so many words. .Z:so many- words... .ee/

MUSIC fades off

(fade in gradually) : §
Those treaties were solemn agreements. (g\\ Q
_ ‘ ' - Ny
I agree...and they still. are! 6 ' W %
I'm glad you agree....but that's not what ~
. ) , 7 DAY,

-happened to my people. . - \\_.

- ¢
~
We must civilize these heathen savages... {\
make them 1ike white men! §

<,

The United State government lied to us when
they signed the treaties. . @
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VOICES: (continued)
The U.S. government did not lie!

—  (pausE) | .
SONYA: (voice low) Oh....they are talking about treaties....
;5;4'7/) I wonder if they can hear me? |
' J SONYA: (voice louder...stuttering) @
}\ {'5 ahhhhem....I'd....I'd.... I'd Tike

to ask you some questions...
5To0 M umgLit/ £
STAGE MANAGER: (very softly)

Wl
DIy & ' Sonya Yellow Feather has entered a dream world..%/@a Vv » :(’)
LY
3 ox e (eause)
/_ : Everyone knows that Indian tribes have been signing

treaties for several centuries....®
Before the United States weself became a country,
v ——""" more than 400 treat1es were negotiated w1th the countries
QI“ | of Spam, Fr-ance and Eng]and
‘ M& ‘treaty with the United States was
signed in 1778 by the Delaware Nation. Mg treaty
_ - negotiations, the. possibility of statehood for gl'vze tribe
D L | o Lrer
/0 7 was seriously considered....But ;Eer_—ﬂm: 100 years
0\6 . of treaty-making with the U.S. government, the tribes remained
completely separate from the American political system.‘a _

Treaties have long protected tribal h‘ghts to self-
government....and yet the United States Con'gress has
frequently passed laws which directly affect
tribal popu]ations.te%e‘n though the tribes were
not given any say in such matters. 0

)(\ 0\& ~  When nations make treaties, they recognize each
. : others respective severeignty. w
(PAUSE)
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6 OV‘/‘/A 7 Who...who are you?

;:’9

pe
o

. JUSTICE MARSHALL: I have what I need to prove my point

-SONYA: M ' Excuse me for interrupting.

'TECUMSEH: (laughing) Ha. Ha...at last a fresh face....

TECUMSEH: Don't mind them....Tell me, daughter...

aBen

STAGE. MANAGER: o | | b
Let's see what's happening to our young researcher in her

A4 “‘"") dream,

I'd.,..I'd....I'd...11'ke to ask you some questions..V

(voice gets louder)
....about treaties. Excuse me....I have some questions.@.

mShe seems to be having some difficulty.

TECUMSEH: But Mr. Justice...You're wrong: Y/

right here..... " t _

But please...where...where am I?

we have an 'i_nterr‘uption to our long-winded debate! @

VOICES: (whispering)
But who is she?
What is she doing here?
t - t
’W(Nk- Don't pay.-any attention to her!

from what tim-do you come? ¢§

JUSTICE MARSHALL:
My dear Tecumseh...I'd like to make my pomt'
1 have it here in m_y opinion.

N Juet et ' ' S 96!-/0/7/(

- TECUMSEH: Yes, ysur—honer. .. .now wou]d be a good time.

\ : O /— ’

(PAUSE) - |  ooef SJ/.
Listen closely to this young lady....your

- questions will soon be answered. @ /V)



—f--

©_JUSTICE MARSHALL: -etewrapeim
QS . . . . ~ | |
It may well be doubted whetzher those tribes which
of the United States

can....with strict accuracy....be denominated

reside Within,the boundarie

foreign nations..... They more ca;ectly, perhaps,
be denom1nated DDMESTIC DEPENDENT NATIONS. - -
(ﬂ-em Cizler'okee v. State of Georg1a 1831) "4

SONYA: But Justice Marshall.. Did the signing of the treaties
- make the tribes dependent on the United States? @
Y‘* $u:hftly” ,
RED CLOUD:  That's ridiculous: .....
' we've never been dependent upon anybody
‘but the Great Spirit and ourselves. ' 4

- TECUMSEH: Red Cloud is right, Justice Marshall....

your notion of domestic dependent nations
might have been well-intended, but it hasn't
helped tribal people...and besides...it wasn't
true.... S

I remember when I was negotiating;with Governor-

Harrison in 1810....we had no such confused- ideas -
about the longstanding existence of Indian nations...@
We were only dependent on the Great Spirit. .Q.ﬁot

no other men. '




-

" JEFFERSON: | | |
' .it was the intent at_the time that
become friends of the '

I might
Indian peoples s
United States.

. TECUMSEH: | : . o
As long—as—we—are—recatling—these—days....I'd like to
repeat what I said to Governor Harrison when

he tried to swindle the Shawnees out of our lands...O

"Since my residence at Tippicanoe...we have endeavored

to level all distinctions...to destroy village chiefs...
‘by whom all mischiefs are done. It is they who sell

the land to the Americans. G/

Brother, this land that was sold, and the goods that were
given for it, was done only by a few....If you continue to

purchase them...it will make war among the different tribes....

and at last I do not know what will be the consequences
among the white people. ¥ o -
Brother, I wish you would take pity on the red people
as I have requested. If you do not give up the land
and do cross the boundary of our present settlement....
it will be very hard and produce great trouble between us.
The 6n1y way to stop this evil is for‘the‘red man
to unite in claiming a common and equal right in the land...
as it was at first....and should be for now...for it was
*- never divided....but belongs to all. @ |
No tribe has the right to sell...even to each other...
much less to strangers?
Sell a country® Why not sell the air, the great sea,
as well as the earth? '
Did not the Great Spirit make them all for the use.
of his children? W
ALL: (APPLAUSE and outbursts) ﬂ
TECUMSEH: (embarrassed) Now wait a minute..

Miss Yellow Feather had a quest1ons I be|1e«e lEe(_,//
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TECUMSEH: (continued)

' But,thstice Marshall's words....domestic dependent
" pations....have confused both tribal and U.S.

leaders for almost 150 years, o Somya Ve 1o Forapber

Maybe you had better explam what you meant...
Mr. Justice. (p 4 :

JUSTICE ‘MARSHALL: @2

A

MARSHALL:

Take the Cherokee question...for example....The Cher'okee

_ Nation was certain]_y prepared to function as an

independent sovereign.....
The proiﬂem was...the state of Georgia was demanding

control over the Cherokees ¢z

....I believe the state had no such right ‘EG—&H-EHGH‘BF
because the Cherokees were independent..

For political reasons...l developed the idea

of "domestic dependent" sovereignty merely so

the Supreme Court cou]d hear the case...4f

~ {(PAUSE)

1 thought the idea of domestic dependent status

"~ would help convince the Congress to protect the

Cherokee Nation's rights in Georgia.
I was on the Indians' side....I can't help it
if my words were later misused and misunderstood.@ '

‘SONYA: Q-Just'ice .Marshqﬂ‘. . .7.'I 2 r{“}: er‘u e '

—bus it's not yet clear to me. . ddanZenme tribes

signg treaties in the first p]ace? 6

Many of the earlier treaties were negotiated
primarily to protect the tribes from encroachments
by white settlers....and to prevent the tribes
from making treaties with other nations....{)

You must remember, at this time the United States
was still a relatively weak, forming nation.
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MARSHALL: The treaties....by reducing hostilities with
the Indians....actually strengthened the U.S.
position in its dealing with other countries....

”&y-ai16w{hg the tribe's case to be heard in the

‘Supreme Court....the Court could reinforce the _ *
importance of treaty commitments made by the "M—///////
United States....and strengthen treaty-making powers..

(PAUSE)

Afterall, the treaties are still binding.... o -
The United States Constitution clearly stipu]ates...‘fQEﬁz;
" "Treaties are the Supreme law of the land.".... g

) - .
PGl L1 S

~T"am thnRbssf!iféfegident}orjﬁ;gféberokee Nation.
e ) ) A
I tr1ed“tﬁ*he+p«m¥*pgggl§ﬂ5gep ur lands....

But. the power of the U.S. as too great....

) - od.want b]oodsh _____ _
(PAUSE) I

The story of our orgéal isuﬂgll,kn;;;{...many

affairs....

~+r-OkTahoma Indian Countrj we tried to
re-estab 1181 the~Ghergkee Nation. '

The wish/to govern ourselves

t worked....for a while.....

13br+’- Lﬁ/L141” \14 F?(?éhf%( a Lder +hA7? B
But—Mr—Ross—whet—heppened—after—that? |

SONYA:

, f;; pu
TECUMSEH: with their removal to the west of the Mis;ippif...
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TECUMSEH (cont1nued)
tribes from the Eastern United States hoped to gain
peace and lasting protection from the whites. ‘qi%ﬁé?;/
_ tr&ditiona] native lands were soon occupied by
white settlers..... QP ‘
(PAUSE) (-\M/ w Ay o'F [ ‘re e A )
JE5E%l,esnnﬂmﬁm&duuL44£as¢¥le&qmere severely damaged
by these removals.®Driven to barren and often
unproductive séils...the tribes gradually began to
depend on the United States government for more
than protectwn ..... @ |
- (PAUSE) L
Later treaties reflected the changmg needs of devastated e, bes, ..
tribal-econenias—. .
but many tribal 1eadersi?.farther to the West ..:.were
- slow to realize the importance of these treaties and the
language included in them. ... g -

ave ) ircumstances

ip history_quite well.... T
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_ Soya_lél.'l.n\uEeﬂer REALLY wants to understand. ...

-S@M¥%:  Someone PLEASE tell me....why did the tribes negotiate

treaties? /.Q(./ —
Q#&‘sﬂ/t el

Chief Joseph.’.you saw a Tot during your time....

CHIEF JOSEPH: | : | ,
AJ-JI—-H-gh-E ..1 will answer your question....
Treaties were negotiated by the tribes for a lot
of reasons. 1In early treaties....many tribes
tried to establish lasting PEACE and FRIENDSHIP

with the white man's government.....
They hoped to avoid bloodshed .... g9
(PAUSE) : ,

Later treaties emphasizedclearly defined boundaries....
Tribes gave up landg to the United States in order
to preserve lands for themse'lves.!ﬁ.Mi'lHons of acres
were ceded to the United States government in exchange
for specific guarantees.... @ '
‘Some treaties provided for the ir'egu'lation of tr'ade...
~ preservation of hunting, fishing and other rights....@

(PAUSE) . ,h_,[,‘/ wryS
As MJM : were destroyed by reservation

restrictions and abuses....many tribes made long-term

arrangements for compensation and care of tribal
people in the treaties..... ¥ ]
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JOSEPH: (cont1nued) ® |
Many, such as my father, did not trust the white man . /
In d1scuss1ons with Governor Isaac Steven§’1n 1855. . lISZ—ff”//i
_he refused to give up our homeland and move to Idaho.... -
(PAUSE)
It is. probably true that tribes who obta1ned treaties
are better off than those who didn't..... @ ‘
(PAUSE) | | o
..... But my father's words still ring in my ears: @
"I-will not sign your paper." he told Governor
Stevens..n."You go where you please....s0 do I.
You are not a child....I am nofchild..
- No one can think for me. I have no other home than th?S .
I will not give & up)yto any mén |
My peop]e would have no home. Take away your paper
I will not touch it w1th my hand!"
(PAUSE) o
These are the words of my father.
NARSHAZL—
STAGE—MANAGER: : :
- But Joseph,_Your_people did sign a treaty?

CHIEF JOSEPH:
What happened afterwardc is a pamfu] story. .. # _
thwty years 1ater, the soldiers came to enforce the treaty.... g '

MARSHA L L .

STFAGE-MANAGER T _
' We know‘gf the great tragedy exper1enced by your people
But tel] us more about the treaty..... P

CHIEF JOSEPH: (intensely)?®
I BELIEVE...that the old treaty was never correctly
reported.  (PAUSE) '
If we ever owned the land....we own it still.
. For we never sold it. In treaty councilg, the
commissioners claimed that our country had been sold
to the government. Suppose the white man should come
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JOSEPH: to.me and Say..... @
"Joseph, I like your horses and Iswant to buy them.'
1 say to h1m, "No. My horses: suit me. I will not se11 them."
Then he goes to my neighbor and says..
"Joseph has some good horses. I want to buy them. . .but he
7"refuses to sell.” . .
My neighbor answers, "Pay me the money and I will sell
you Joseph's horses." & '
" The white man returns and says, "Joseph..;I bought
your horses and you must let me have them."
" If we sold our lands to the government....this
is the way they wewe—bought. vhe
. TR —  JAAT gﬁvﬂ/fﬂd*v
HSONYA: Justice Marshall....you've heard the story....you said
the Supreme Court wanted to protect the tribes.... -~
why did the Supreme Court allow Indian commissioners
‘to get away with these things? e L
Why -didn't the Supreme Court protect the tribes who were
cheated Tike Chief Joseph's band was'? .

‘ JUSTICE MARSHALL: ' o
~ Lawyers and courts were not a1ways available -to protect the- ' |

Indians....Communications were not efficient in those days..__&_/

Many tribes finally sent representatives to waSh'ington, D.C.

to express their gmevances ..... @ :

when cases were heard the Supreme Court usuaﬂy

held that the treaties should be interpreted in the

way the original signers understood them....‘.'

TECUMSEH: _ . .
But Mr. Justice....you really didnt tell Sonya why
the courts couldn't protect the tribes.....%
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JUSTICE MARSHALL: (in a fatherly tone)}

Aad

SONYA:

- U.S. courtféou1d not. dlrect?y protect the trIbes

The court is one of three brana&s of the U.S. government....

It's role has been to emdy interpret the laws made
by the Congress in terms of the U.S. Constitution . 7

Te truth de...the obligation of the court aa- tob &l i?”"/

protect the United States. ﬂ@

(PAUSE)
Treaty matters should never have been heard by a
United States court....such matters should ya

have been heard byan INTERNATIONAL COURT...

In those days, there was no international court
that could hear such cases..... &

(PAUSE)

Remember....Indian peop]es made up independent

~ nations....they were our equals.

But Mr. Justice....Aren't Indian people protected

by the U:S. Constitution? )

JUSTICE MARSHALL:

F

(PAUSE)

For a long time...Indian people were NOT protected

by our Constitution....I hope you understand that.

They were not citizens of the United States....please
....despite what I wrote...those people were citizens
of their own nations. a'

(PAUSE) _

The United States wanted and needed more land....

We couldn't get it solely through wars and treaties....
So we decided to make your people citizens of the United
States.g#.Our laws provided that INDIVIDUAL land-owning
Indians could become citizens..., '
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STANDING BEAR: (wussiriumsmuumuey By

(Impatiently) I am Standing Bear.. @
The Ponca people made a treaty with the

Great Father in 1865...but twenty years later,
it was ignored....Soldiers came to drive us
from our native soils....I told the Omaha Court .
in 1876.... ' '
"You have driven me from the East to this place...
and I have been here a thousand years or more....

~ I have not wished to give even a part of it to the
Great Father. Though he were to give me a million
do]ﬁars....I would not give him this land.... @
(PAUSE) 7

,f When people slaughter catt]e....they drive them

along until they get them to a corral....and then slaughter
them.  So it was with us....my chjldren have been
exterminated; my brother has been killed.... #

- (PAUSE) '
Look at my hand....that hand is not the color of your hand,'
but if I pierce it I will feel pain....fhe blood that will
flow from mine will be the same color as yours..... :

I am a man....the Great Spirit has made us both:" %’
o

JUSTICE MARSHALL: (pompous summation) -

In &8 Standing Bearscase. ¥.the government_iawyers

argued that Indians-ﬁgg; not persons in the meaning of
the_Constitution!’Standing,Bear spoke on his own behalf....
and even the soldiers who arrested him were moved by'his plea.
(PAUSE)

Judge Dundy of the federal court in Omaha ruléd that

an Indian was a person and is entitled to the same
Constitutional protection as the white man....@

‘The 1876 case was a landmark in the history of Hidme (LS
1aw. @.Standing Bear and his band were freed and aliowed
to return to bury.théydead in tribal traditions on

their own Tands. q’
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_TECUMSEH (1augh1ng)
| | Ha. Ha. It only took a hundred years to discover
that our people were HUMAN *
We had decided that the white people were our
brothers a 1ong time before.. ‘
Your exp1apnat1on o%w is interesting....
BUT...people have always been people!
{he courts didn't need to tell, INDIANS that! é
_ J&v‘

ALL:  (laughter)
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.bSONYA: Does that mean that Indians were made citizens in 18762 ‘)

TECUMSEH:

SONYA:

" No. The U.5. tried to make our people citizens of its

country 'many_timf'{before 1876....but Indian 1o_ya1ty has
always been to the tribe FIRST. ¢

I think I'm beginning to understand. ...There seems

to be a bit of contradiction in history....

Let's see now.... faalits’

In 17'778, the Delawares were almost made a state...but th_e tribes
preferred to remain foreign naticns....Eastern tribes

were removed to a new country called Oklahoma....@

~In 1849, the Departmeht of the Interior went after

“education and assistance programs with the money...

HERBERT W.

tribal lands....the Congress decided to stop making

treaties in 1871.......fifteen ..years later, Congress

decided IT could divide ‘the tribal lands and give it to

individual iIndians..... sell tribal lands and pay for health,
' &

and in 1876, Standing Bear was r;uled to be a.person....v'

BRECK:

o o :
I am Herbert W. Breck..... In 1873, I was superintendent of
the Tanglefoot Creek Agency .....8€7

Miss Yellow Feather, you are aware of tour_‘se that the United
States has acted as a guardian over its wards...@®

I mean....Indian people just weren't ready to deal

with the white man's more civilized ways..#. the 7
tribes were weak...the United States was more powerful
and therefore had the ri ghtr to do whatever it thought was
best for the Indians..ﬁ.Of course, we always felt it
would be better if the tribes just disappeared into the
American melting pot.... .we sincerely believed it would
be best if the Indian could Tearn the ways of our higher
civilization and religion. ¢
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-?/ A (M‘fﬂ"‘ .. i
SONYA:‘D +gee. ..then the Bureau of Ind1an Affairs was really trying

to help the Indians afterall? W

BRECK: That's right my dear..’..Savages Tike your ancestors were
% ir_‘ea]'ly very superstitious.#@..Many Indians of course, refuse
to accept that our way is really superior to theirs...%.
- Some Indian statements even today....go. as far as to
claim the presence of the whites and other non-Indians
is only a temporary event and eventually Indians will
reclaim the entire continent! @
Few Indians seriously expect this to happen, but the idea
is a recurring one. Its power as a mystical dream,

a-‘deap-seatedlonging, a belief that this should happen is great.«%-/

(PAUSE)

The theme §s reminiscent of the Ghost Dance and the
religious movement that swept through the West in the 1880'5..‘

A Piaute named Wavoka foresaw the end of the world as it was
and a new world in which everything would be made right...w/

-~

The religion of the Ghost Dance was a contributing factor to the

fear and suspicion that led to the last armed battle of :

the Plains Wars at Wounded Knee, South Dakota in 1890...m

‘The dance, the vision and the battle were doomed to failure....

but the power, the longing....exists today and helps supply the%q,
emotional fuel for activist Indians....Gp _

RED CLOUD:  (angrily) You .- oujchf—
Enough. Enough..... I cannot stand by and listen to your
lies any longer. You are trying to confuse Sonya Yellow
Feather. This is typteat—ef how the United States government
has always tried to confuse our peop]e.@and is still doing

(PAUSE)

> You 'he about the Ghost Dance and the so- caHed battle of Wounded Knee.w
The sIaughter' of unarmed women and children can hardly be
called a battle: @
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RED CLOUD:
"My peop]e danced the Ghost Dance and prayed to the Great Spirit.
. .You &t understand what this meant..... >~

the white soldiers were afraid of what we did and they
killed Sitting Bull because his band would not give up

‘the dance..... &U\_ - ,
Your lies are like so many of the Great Father's
representatives who have ignored the treaties...®
In 1870, I personally went to Washington, D.C.
to see the Great Father..... ¢
“When I came to Washington, the Great Father explained to me
what a treaty was....and showed me that the interpreters
had decieved me..... A1l I wanted was}.what was just
and right....I wish to know will¢ why commissioners

are sent out who do nothing but rob us and get the riches

of the world away from us....." g
(PAUSE) ' JO '
BIA agents hever}ﬁ/sa\y what they mean.....

"They made us more promises than I can remember..
But they kept but one. :
They promised to take our land....and.they took it." @

TECUMSEH: Sonya Yellow Feather....you MUST understand....
" We were separate from the jurisdi;htion of the United States
.+...when the treaties were made, we were foreign nations....
In the Northwest Ordinance of 1787...one hundred years |
| before the Congress degided it hédqih:uir'power over Indians...
\) ~-\ the Congress said.®.and I quote the 1787 Ordinance.. &
~ "The utmost faith shall always be observed towards the Indians.
Their lands shall never be invaded or disturbed unless in
just and lawful wars authorized'by Congress....but laws founded
in justice and humanity shali, from time to time, be made for....
NOW LISTEN CLOSELY TO THIS SONYA...made for preventing
wrongs beseag done to them and for preserv1ng peace and friendship

with them." Pt/
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Why, even Justice Marshall admits that the treaties are
still binding agreements. @.This meant that the United
States was limited in any powers to regulate and control
the affairs of tribes.@ .If you recall the definition of
treaties as being agreements between sovereign nations....THEN....
the tribes are NOT a part of the United States. ‘iiﬁ,/‘;/
(PAUSE) - ,

In its lust for lands and overzealous attempts to destroy
the Indian Way of life....the Congress got carried away -

‘with the idea of BSEM® POWER....@

HERBERT W.

In fact, if one looks at the record...it is clear that no such
POWER 1s legitimate:

(PAUSE) _

There was never anything in the treaties which gave the

United States the power to tell Indians how to live on

their own lands.#?.In 1871, when the U.S. Congress

passed a law against making treaties with Indian tribes....
they alwo told Indians they must stay on their reservations....
our people were forbidden to travel from their lands... ¢

'BRECK:

That's not quite true Tecumseh....we allowed Indians to

leave the reservations.QLﬁs Tong as they behaved well. -Zo¥

It wasn't true that they couldn't leave the land. The U.S. had

to take power over them...they were gour wards...and still are....

We sought only to protect them...civilize them...and ,make
good citizens out of them.... |

The Indians were dying out....we set up a bureaucracy to
feed and care for them....and we succeeded.§..Afterall,
there are still Indians today. Q ' %/

JUSTICE MARSHALL:
. I should remind you that the United States Supreme

Court ruled in '19(;;....1'n LONE WOLF v. Hitchcock....
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JUSTICE MARSHALL: '(continuéd)
and I'1 read it.. .
"When the treaties were entered between the Un1ted
States and a tribe of Indians it was never doubted
that the power to abrogate existed in Congress...and that
in a contingency...such-power might be availed from
considerations of governmental policy...particularly
if consistent with perfect good faith towards the Indians." g
(PAUSE) : . _ )
| 4

~This is known as plenary power of Congress

- SONYA: Mr. Breck says that the tribes were wards of the UNITED
STATES and Justice Marshall agrees that the U.S. Congress has
power over Indians....but Tecumseh has said that the tribes are NOT
‘a part of the United States. :
I thought I was beginning to understand, but now I'm *’Eﬂklﬁy

getting confused assdn ... @

CHIEF JOSEPH: :
You must understand Miss Yellow Feather. This BIA
super1ntendent has been expressing the prevailing
United States view towards tribal people....It is clear
that he does not understand the bonds which tie tribal
people together..... l.ike other government officials
he seems to think thelndian should give up his own views and accept
what the United States government tells it.....
Always such men have tried to confuse the red man
with their claims to civilization and superibrity....
but their lies are easy to recognize. &
The Bureau of Indian Affairs has always hidden
‘behind words and gystemrticedy tried to ignore
"the treaties. Miss Yellow Feather should be told in plain
and simple terms what must be done.... g

TECUMSEH:
I Will summarize....
‘History has taught us many lessons today. We have seen that
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"TECUMSEH: fcont1nued)
the white man will respect his written prom1ses
if we press the issue..@.It is apparent that many
of the written promises were onesidedly favorabie to
the view of the United States government.
Each tribe must look at its own treaties, agreements ¢
and constitutional ties#o the United States....
and the people of the tribe must learn to talk in the white
man's terms...not to be like the white man...but to be able
to remain strong as Indian people....d |
It may be necessary to change the treaties in the future....
ONLY the tribe can authorize this....the Congress and the rest
of the people i nthe United States still do not have any
legitimate rights to interfere in the internal affairs
of the tribes on tribal lands 2.
 The treaties still guarantee this.. QDJ
You must sharpen your wits, daughters and sons;
you must look carefully at words and kmﬂg their real
meaning .the meamng of the treaty is still very clear.. .‘ ‘
The two thousand or more laws of Congress regard1ng Indians
~are ILLEG?# AND UNLAWFUL impositions on sovereign Indian
nations Vo in. e .SL,WM une  Chaf
570/1’>¢4‘ Trwégs-people cannot afford to allow the whites to destroy
our beliefs and customs.®. Indian pecple....no matter
what tribe¥%d belong to. WDESTINY IS IN ¥OUR OWN HANDS. ¥ {

_ Ouv
e (PAUSE) 4 Gu? ‘f\’iﬂw

,W E'o/m dweH in the errors of the past. ~/[-move cautiously
into the future and protect what is rightfully gours..

support your' 1eader‘s who understand these matters.

CTTe— IllIl-n.q‘llu-,'

-----

That our people have always looked at the world differently

from the white man is important to remember....

That we are different is our strength and our future‘..h
We must look to the future so the wounds of the past can _
‘be healed. |



