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From Sekhar Datta ',
>m_=:m_m. Feh, 221> Thé Bang:’
ladesh Army ahd paramilitary
forcés deployed:ifi’the Chitta:
gong Hill Tracts shot dead five
tribals and injured 13 in com-
bing operations against Shanti
Bahini insurgent! ovér the past.:-
three weeks. _ _

_Reports from mn.—..omm the bor-
det said despité the ouster of
President H.M. Ershad atrocitles
on the tribals by the Bangladesh
Army and paramilitary forces
were continuing. ,

On Jaruary 27 the .f,::.
raided severai'areas‘in the
Bagaicherri disb-strlét did shot
déad a wonigh, Laxmlp/ __n.nrnr. ¢
_su WE. and -injired flve-year-
old Drohdchityd Chikma. Two'
dilys later anothek’ detathment
of the Bangladeshi Ariny.Went on
d rampage in the temporary Bat-
tala mar, .mn._a%ﬁn_n:qu and
shot dépd’ Sukarito Chakma (30)
and BiJay Chdkia'(35). 17"

In thd latest inicident at Atar-

——

DAY 23 FEBRUARY 1991, SEVEN

fAe.

Bangla continue

skcherra i:mmm in Longadu on
February 10 Bangladesh Rifles
jawins shot dead Rangachan
Chakma (35) and 10.year-old
Kalabj Chakma, ’

Sources from across the bor-

der said between February 11

and .13, twelvetribals, includin
women, were serlously injure
in Mohalcherri, Longadu and
Dighinala subdistricts in com.
bing operations.

The security forces are also
continuing to force tribals at
gunpaint to leave their homes
m:A shift to _.mm_.c—.“.mn “cluster”
anid Y'collective” yilliges. This is
being done to cléar aréas for set-
“,E..‘,a.. from the plains, Army
awans deployed in Barkhal sub-

_disttict and Maini valiey have

threatened the tribal villagers of
Khupbang, Jambak, Chatracher-
ra, Dhampata and Jarulcherri
and Shuknacherri with dire con-
sequences unless they move to
collective villages by February
22. ,
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CHT —

No Change

In spite of the overthrow of General
Ershad and of what seem o be moves
towards democracy in Bangladesh, it is
disturbing that criminal law appears not to
be in effect — at least in the case of the
indigenous people of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts.

Last October at 104 Jhagarabil Mauza,
in Belaicharipara, a few miles from
Rangamati town, 14 (ribal women and girls
were raped by soldiers of the. Bangladeshi
army. It is not known whether this was
done on the “initiative” of the individual
soldiers or whether they were merely
following orders. Over the last decade or so
rape has been used by the governing
military authorities as a weapon of terror.
It is also not known what disciplinary
measures have been tuken by the
commanding officer. On the basis of the
army’s treatment of a Chakma leader
attempting to gather information about the
rapes, the answer is presumably none.
Rupak Khishna was threatened by
members of the army intelligence corps
simply for trving to establish the facts of
the case.

Under Bangladeshi law members of the
armed forces charged with rape are not to
be tried by anyv form of military tribunal,
but are to be prosecuted in a civil court, So
far this has not happened. Even during the

days of Ershad it was common knowledge
that the real ruler of the tracts was the
General Officer Commanding. So far, it
would seem that nothing has changed.




