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Living with Koryak Traditions 

Playing with Culture in Siber ia 
By Alexander D. King 
University of Nebraska Press 
2011 Board of Regents, University of Nebraska 
329 pages 
www.nebraskapress.unl.edu 
 

As a  lecturer  in  anthropology at  the  Univers i ty  of  
Aberdeen in  Scot land Alexander  King has  wri t ten 
a  surpris ingly  real is t ic  portrayal  of  the  Koryak of  
Siber ia .  Instead of  an observat ional  monograph 
typical  of  academic renderings  Living with 
Koryak Traditions  depicts  a  l iv ing,  dynamic and 
evolving society.  Thoughtful ly  engaged in  
chal lenging discussions of  the  meaning of  Koryak 
cul ture  and tradit ional  pract ices ,  the  Koryak are  
adapting to  changes in  their  l ives  today even as  
their  ancestors  were  chal lenged in  their  day.  

Careful ly  avoiding the temptat ion to  romantic ize,  
King and the Koryak’s  themselves  who direct ly  
inf luenced the book’s  narrat ive  consider  the 
meaning of  dance,  song,  and r i tual  feast ing as  
parts  of  their  l ives  in  the present  era.  This  
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d iscussion is  important  to  the Koryak s ince what  
had been the Union of  Soviet  Socia l is t  Republ ics  
and now the Russian Federat ion “standardized” 
indigenous peoples  according to  their  dance,  their  
song and c lothing.  The Koryak quest ion 
themselves  whether  these  dances  and these  songs 
are  indeed necessar i ly  Koryak or,  perhaps they are  
no longer.   In  other  words,  the  Koryak f ind 
themselves  having to  consider  whether  changes in  
the dances  over  t ime is  indeed the natural  way of  
things,  or  i f  keeping dances  in  a  f ixed fashion,  as  
the Russians would have them do,  is  the  best  way.  
How the cul ture  of  Koryak is  expressed over  t ime 
is  a  cr i t ica l  focus of  this  important  book.  

Too often indigenous peoples  are  def ined in  a  
s tat ic  condit ion to  sui t  a  bureaucrat ic  necess i ty  of  
a  s tate  government.  The dynamic nature  of  
cul ture,  as  the Koryak come to  real ize,  a l lows for  
cul ture  to  become a  place of  p lay and 
experimentat ion—a changing qual i ty  of  l i fe  and 
not  a  f ixed,  unchangeable  condit ion.  

King and his  Koryak col laborators  br ing to  l ight  
the  l ive ly  at tr ibutes  of  this  people’s  cul tural  ways 
showing them to be f lexible  and adaptive.  I t  i s  th is  
qual i ty ,  that  assures  the Koryak that  they are  
modern people  experiencing a  l iv ing cul ture.  King 
offers  a  refreshing and playful  s tory that  has  a  
happy ending i f  the  Koryak wil l  have i t—and they 
shal l .  

Anyone interested in  the actual ,  l iv ing cul ture  of  a  
people  wil l  enjoy and learn from this  wonderful  
book.  Readers  wil l  go away knowing that  
indigenous peoples  do not  disappear,  they 
transform over  t ime—taking up qual i t ies  of  value 
from ear ly  cul tural  pract ices  and combining them 
with new pract ices .  The best  part  about  this  book 
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i s  that  i t  i s  so  very access ib le  as  are  the Koryak 
who play with their  cul ture.  

 

Hushed Voices 

Unacknowledged Atroci t ies of  the 20t h  Century 
Edited by Heribert Adam 
Berkshire Academic Press 
2011 Berkshire Academic Press Ltd 
216 pages 
www.berkshireacademicpress.co.uk 
 

The harsh real i ty  of  the  twentieth century is  that  i t  
was b loody,  horr i f ic  and terror iz ing for  mil l ions of  
people.  Indigenous peoples  and metropol i tan 
peoples  have been the targets  of  an unrelent ing 
genocidal  v iolence that  matches  the bet ter  known 
holocaust  experienced by Jewish peoples  in  
Russia ,  Central  Europe and in  Europe as  a  whole.  
Benef i t ing from the research and careful  
scholarship of  f i f teen authors,  Heribert  Adam has 
edi ted a  f r ightening,  thoughtful  and wel l -
documented col lect ion of  s tate  sponsored terror  
and genocide in  the twentieth century.  

Adam’s authors  te l l  their  gr im stor ies  about  the 
Biafrans of  eastern Nigeria  who sought  their  
independence from an art i f ic ia l ly  created s tate  to  
which they never  consented.  Patr ic ia  Kel ly  
author’s  the  chapter  on the war for  Biafra’s  
independence noting that  Igbos in  the northeastern 
part  of  Niger ia  became the f i rs t  targets  of  a t tacks  
by members  of  other  northern tr ibes  in  1966 
resul t ing in  5000 to  50,000 Igbo deaths.  By 1968 
the World Counci l  of  Churches est imated Igbo’s  
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were  being ki l led at  a  rate  of  200 to  6,000 people  a  
day by forces  f rom the federal  government.   The 
batt le  for  a  separate  pol i t ica l  ident i ty  continues 45 
years  af ter  the  or ig inal  war began with government 
forces  continuing to  ki l l  Igbo.   No high tr ibunal  
has  come to  the a id  of  the  Igbo,  though by a l l  
accounts  genocide in  the purest  def ini t ion of  the  
term has been systematical ly  perpetrated against  
the  Igbo by succeeding Nigerian governments  to  
the present  day.  

In  the summer of  1936 Francisco Franco’s  
government ki l led more than 30,000 people  
character ized as  communists  and opponents  of  
var ious kinds in  Madrid and Catalonia  and by 
1939 more than one hal f  mil l ion people  were  done 
away with.  Facing an uncerta in future  crowds of  
people  intend on preserving the empire  and 
monarch,  church and mil i tary  that  had been Spain 
turned on what  they considered to  be  “ l iberals”  
supported by the middle  c lass  and trade unions.  
With the power of  Franco’s  s tate  behind them tens 
of  thousands of  people  thought  to  be  t ravelers  with 
socia l is ts  and communists  became easy targets .  
General  Francisco Franco’s  coup of  July  17,  1936 
began the terror  when Franco broadcast  over  the 
radio,”  Spaniards!  Al l  those of  you who feel  a  
holy  love of  Spain;  a l l  of  those in  the ranks of  the  
Army and the Navy who have made an act  of  
profess ion in  the service  of  the  Motherland;  those 
who have sworn to  defend her  against  her  enemies,  
unt i l  death,  the  Nation cal ls  you in  her  defense.”  

As Franco used the s tate  and i ts  power to  terror ize  
and violent ly  k i l l  groups because of  their  ident i ty  
others  would do the same.   Robert  Mugabe 
terror ized and ki l led with impunity  thousands of  
Ndebele  two years  af ter  he over  threw the South 
Rhodesian government.  The s tor ies  presented l ike  
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d ispatches  f rom dif ferent  t imes and di f ferent  
p laces  over  the more than 100 years  s ince the 
beginning of  the  twentieth century report  repeated 
horrors  committed against  peoples .   The four-year  
Mau Mau rebel l ion resul t ing in  an est imated 
100,000 in  Kenya’s  Kikuyu populat ion af ter  the  
Bri t ish  government sought  to  confiscate  Kikuyu 
lands.  The bombing of  Germany’s  c i ty  of  Dresden 
near  the end of  World War II  had the Americans 
and Bri t ish  committ ing an enormous genocide 
with 35,000 to  50,000 people  k i l led in  a  s ingle  
night .   Seventy of  Germany’s  c i t ies  were  leveled in  
this  t ime and l i t t le  or  nothing has  been said  about  
the hundreds of  thousands of  c iv i l ians  ki l led.  

The editor  and the authors  seek to  bind the 
wounds of  senseless  murder  committed by s tate  
governments  in  the twentieth century by 
promoting reconci l ia t ion and truth commission.   
These are  di f f icul t  ideas  to  embrace when the 
chambers  of  the  internat ional  courts  conduct ing 
tr ia ls  of  genocide is  much preferred.  Governments  
that  were  the “victors”  are  le f t  to  continue even as  
mil l ions of  people  have been ki l led due to  their  
opposi t ion,  or  di f ference.   Turkey continues to  
deny that  i t  part ic ipated in  genocide against  
Armenians.  Bri ta in  and the United States  have not  
taken responsibi l i ty  for  the consequences  of  
creat ing the Israel i  s ta te  yet ,  as  Milan Kundera 
asks  in  Israel  St i l lborn Nation,  “How can one 
condone the expuls ion of  one people  f rom their  
homeland to  make room for  another?”   The people  
of  Palest ine “suffered massacres,  rapes  and 
wholesale  destruct ion of  hundreds of  v i l lages” 
preceding the mass  exodus that  would become 
known as   a l -Nakba— the  catastrophe.  

While  Adam and his  col leagues could wri te  f i f teen 
books on what  the book t i t le  ca l ls  



 

 
Fourth  World   Journal  Vol  10  Num 1 ,  2011       ≈   

128  

“Unacknowledged Atroci t ies  of  the  20 t h  Century” 
there  are  many more that  would f i l l  even more 
books.  

Hushed  Voice s  contains  the words of  ghosts  cal l ing 
on us  a l l  to  s top just  ta lk ing,  but  le t  us  now set t le  
how the murders  of  mil l ions more wil l  be  avoided.  
There  are  measures  such as  s topping the gun 
running,  imposing sanct ions ear ly  on s tate  tyrants  
and systematical ly  p lacing those charged with 
genocide before  the world  and punished for  their  
cr imes.  The books by Adam and his  col leagues 
angers  and disgusts  and horr i f ies  and moves one to  
act ion.   I t  must  be  read.  

     


