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A significant transformation is in process 

throughout the world. Many billions of people 
are ready and eager to make changes to 
preserve life even as hundreds of millions are 
still  unconvinced that the transformation is 
necessary. All of the contributors to this issue 
of the Fourth World Journal demonstrate, 
with their thinking and writing that the 
evolving transformation has numerous facets, 
twists and turns that call out for our attention. 
We benefit from a series of essays that speak 
to indigenous peoples’ identity, property 
interest,  influence in the international arena, 
philosophical treatise on right and wrong, and 
linking conventional rationalism with 
traditional knowledge. The common theme 
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throughout this collection is perception and 
modes of thought among indigenous thinkers 
and change agents.  

 
Jan Lüdert a doctoral candidate at the 

University of British Columbia takes up the 
question of identity in relations to the natural 
world in his essay entitled, Nature(s) 
Revisited .  He bravely approaches the question 
by considering the meaning of “nature” and the 
often-claimed relationship between indigenous 
peoples and nature or how “culture overlaps 
with nature.” Lüdert contributes to the 
developing discussion about the importance of 
traditional knowledge and development.  

 
Dr. Cristine Espinosa,  Assistant 

Professor and Associate Director for the 
Masters Program in Sustainable International 
Development at The Heller School for Social 
Policy at Brandeis University writes in 
Globalization and the Separation of 
Indigenous Genetic Resources from 
Indigenous Peoples  that the “de-
territorialization” of genetic material such as 
alpacas (originally domesticated by indigenous 
peoples of the Andes Mountains in Peru and 
Bolivia, has converted nature, human labor and 
traditional knowledge into commodities that 
excludes indigenous peoples. Espinosa 
expresses her well-documented concern that 
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the process of domestication by indigenous 
peoples may end resulting in the separation of 
indigenous peoples’ accomplishments 
genetically (with alpacas, for example) from 
natural habitats and from indigenous peoples 
themselves. 

 
Dr. Rudolph C. Rÿser a professor of 

international relations, public service 
leadership, history and culture and Chair of the 
Board of Directors at the Center for World 
Indigenous Studies presents the results of a 
graduate studies simulation of indigenous 
peoples engaged in efforts to influence the 
global climate change negotiations organized 
under the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change in an essay 
entitled, The Muckleshoot Experiment .  Noting 
that indigenous peoples have largely been 
marginalized over the last twenty-years despite 
their obvious relevance to the Climate Change 
negotiations, Graduate Students from the 
Muckleshoot Indian Nation participate in a ten-
week simulation of international negotiations 
to learn where the indigenous peoples’ political 
strategy has strengths and weaknesses. 
Graduate learners play out a negotiating 
scenario where states’ governments, NGOs and 
indigenous peoples are the main players.  

 
Dr. Ani Casimir, Senior Lecturer on 



Fourth  World   Journal  Vol  9  Num 1 ,  2010       ≈   iv  

human rights, indigenous intellectual property 
and good governance at the Institute of African 
studies at the University of Nigeria in per Peer 
Reviewed essay, engages in a monologue on 
Right, Duty and Obligation-Responsibility  to 
discover the ethical foundations of these 
concepts. Taking up Emanuel Kant’s challenge, 
Cassimir explores, point for point,  the basic 
concepts that all  right minded citizens should 
know.  The concepts are proved to be universal 
in this important essay. 

 
Rosario Galvan Torres ,  a researcher 

and cross-cultural environmental assessment 
professional writes in Beyond the Weather 
about here work with the Embera-Wounaan 
peoples of Panama and the inner city 
neighborhoods in the US city of New Orleans 
advocating community empowerment in the 
fields of health and education. She 
characterizes her efforts as promoting the role 
of women “leading emotional climate change 
through the marriage of culture, water and 
consciousness.   

 
Finally,  Emerson Peek  reviews Mark 

Dowie’s book Conservation Refugees ,  The 
Hundred-Year Conflict Between Global 
Conservation and Native Peoples .  Peek’s 
incisive review draws out the major elements 
of Dowie’s argument that conservation 
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organizations have played a dramatic role in 
the displacement of indigenous peoples and 
restrictions on the use of natural life imposed 
on indigenous peoples. He points to Dowie’s 
description of how indigenous peoples are 
working to prevent usurpation of their rights to 
territories and the life supporting plants, soils 
and animals located in those territories. And 
finally, indigenous peoples are shown to 
practice ways of living that maintain and often 
expand biodiversity.  

 
Two important documents were published 

over the last two years that amplify the 
strongly held views of our contributors. I 
reprint them here as a reminder that in 2009 
more than 200 delegations of indigenous 
peoples from around the world gathered in 
Anchorage, Alaska to consider a global 
position on climate change.  Only four days 
before the Anchorage Declaration was 
approved in general assembly, the Bolivia 
Government has placed before and gained UN 
General Assembly approval of a declaration on 
the protection of Mother Earth. Nearly a year 
later, the Bolivia government sponsored a 
conference of more than 13,000 people in 
Cochabamba, Bolivia to consider and agree by 
consensus to a proposed Universal Declaration 
of the Rights of Mother Earth. These 
statements will have less weight unless 
individuals like our contributors and 
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organizations and governments begin to define 
how the statements will be implemented. Our 
contributors give some guidance toward the 
implementation of Declarations such as these.  

 
The Center for World Indigenous Studies has 
for more than 25 years published the Fourth 
World Journal in hardcopy and digitally and 
offered it  to the world at no expense. We will 
with this issue begin to offer FWJ  for 
individual subscriptions of $40 (USD) per year 
and we will publish up to 250 pages of incisive, 
thoughtful and informative essays discussing 
indigenous peoples ideas and social,  economic, 
political,  cultural and historical issues of 
importance to indigenous peoples.  Institutional 
subscriptions begin at $150 (USD) per year.  
We are grateful to our readers over all of these 
years for their loyalty and we hope they will 
continue to support our work and this 
publication. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Fourth  World   Journal  Vol  9  Num 1 ,  2010       ≈   vi i  

The Anchorage Declaration  

24 Apri l  2009  

  

 From 20-24  Apr i l ,  2009,  Ind igenous  
representa t ives  f rom the  Arc t ic ,  Nor th  America ,  Asia ,  
Pac i f ic ,  La t in  America ,  Afr ica ,  Car ibbean  and  Russ ia  
met  in  Anchorage ,  Alaska  for  the  Indigenous  Peoples’  
Global  Summit  on  Cl imate  Change .  We thank  the  
Ahtna  and  the  Dena’ ina  Athabascan  Peoples  in  whose  
lands  we ga thered .   

  

We express  our  so l idar i ty  as  Indigenous  Peoples  
l iv ing  in  a reas  tha t  a re  the  most  vu lnerable  to  the  
impacts  and  root  causes  of  c l imate  change .  We 
reaf f i rm the  unbreakable  and  sacred  connect ion  
be tween land ,  a i r ,  water ,  oceans ,  fores ts ,  sea  ice ,  
p lan ts ,  an imals ,  and  our  human communi t ies  as  the  
mater ia l  and  sp i r i tua l  bas is  for  our  ex is tence .   

  

We are  deeply  a la rmed by  the  acce lera t ing  c l imate  
devas ta t ion  brought  about  by  unsus ta inable  
development .  We are  exper ienc ing  profound and  
d ispropor t iona te  adverse  impacts  on  our  cu l tures ,  
human and  environmenta l  hea l th ,  human r igh ts ,  wel l -
be ing ,  t rad i t iona l  l ive l ihoods ,  food sys tems and  food  
sovere ignty ,  loca l  in f ras t ruc ture ,  economic  v iab i l i ty ,  
and  our  very  surv iva l  as  Indigenous  Peoples .  

  

Mother  Ear th  i s  no  longer  in  a  per iod  of  c l imate  
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change ,  bu t  in  c l imate  c r is i s .  We therefore  ins is t  on  an  
immedia te  end  to  the  des t ruc t ion  and  desecra t ion  of  
the  e lements  of  l i fe .  

  

Through our  knowledge ,  sp i r i tua l i ty ,  sc iences ,  
p rac t ices ,  exper iences  and  re la t ionships  wi th  our  
t rad i t iona l  lands ,  te r r i to r ies ,  waters ,  a i r ,  fores ts ,  
oceans ,  sea  ice ,  o ther  na tura l  resources  and  a l l  l i fe ,  
Ind igenous  Peoples  have  a  v i ta l  ro le  in  defending  and  
hea l ing  Mother  Ear th .  The  fu ture  of  Indigenous  
Peoples  l ies  in  the  wisdom of  our  e lders ,  the  
res tora t ion  of  the  sacred  pos i t ion  of  women,  the  youth  
of  today  and  in  the  genera t ions  of  tomorrow.  

  

We uphold  tha t  the  inherent  and  fundamenta l  
human r igh ts  and  s ta tus  of  Indigenous  Peoples ,  
a f f i rmed in  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  Declara t ion  on  the  
Rights  of  Indigenous  Peoples  (UNDRIP) ,  must  be  fu l ly  
recognized  and  respec ted  in  a l l  dec is ion-making  
processes  and  ac t iv i t ies  re la ted  to  c l imate  change .  This  
inc ludes  our  r igh ts  to  our  lands ,  te r r i to r ies ,  
envi ronment  and  na tura l  resources  as  conta ined  in  
Ar t ic les  25–30 of  the  UNDRIP.  When spec i f ic  
programs and  pro jec ts  a f fec t  our  lands ,  te r r i to r ies ,  
envi ronment  and  na tura l  resources ,  the  r igh t  of  Se l f  
Determinat ion  of  Indigenous  Peoples  must  be  
recognized  and  respec ted ,  emphas iz ing  our  r igh t  to  
Free ,  Pr ior  and  Informed Consent ,  inc luding  the  r igh t  
to  say  “no” .  The  Uni ted  Nat ions  Framework  
Convent ion  on  Cl imate  Change  (UNFCCC) agreements  
and  pr inc ip les  must  re f lec t  the  sp i r i t  and  the  minimum 
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s tandards  conta ined  in  UNDRIP.  

  

Calls for Action  

  

1 .  In  order  to  achieve  the  fundamenta l  ob jec t ive  
of  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  Framework  Convent ion  on  
Cl imate  Change  (UNFCCC),  we ca l l  upon the  f i f teen th  
meet ing  of  the  Conference  of  the  Par t ies  to  the  
UNFCCC to  suppor t  a  b inding  emiss ions  reduct ion  
ta rge t  for  developed  countr ies  (Annex 1)  of  a t  leas t  
45% below 1990 leve ls  by  2020 and  a t  leas t  95% by 
2050.  In  recogniz ing  the  root  causes  of  c l imate  
change ,  par t ic ipants  ca l l  upon Sta tes  to  work  towards  
decreas ing  dependency  on  foss i l  fue ls .  We fur ther  ca l l  
for  a  jus t  t rans i t ion  to  decentra l ized  renewable  energy  
economies ,  sources  and  sys tems owned and  contro l led  
by  our  loca l  communi t ies  to  achieve  energy  secur i ty  
and  sovere ignty .  

  

In  addi t ion ,  the  Summit  par t ic ipants  agreed  to  
present  two opt ions  for  ac t ion  which  were  each  
suppor ted  by  one  or  more  of  the  par t ic ipa t ing  reg ional  
caucuses .  These  were  as  fo l lows:  

  

A .  We ca l l  for  the  phase  out  of  foss i l  fue l  
development  and  a  mora tor ium on  new foss i l  fue l  
developments  on  or  near  Indigenous  lands  and  
te r r i to r ies .  
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B. We ca l l  for  a  process  tha t  works  towards  the  
eventua l  phase  out  of  foss i l  fue ls ,  wi thout  in f r ing ing  
on  the  r igh t  to  development  of  Indigenous  na t ions .  

  

2 .  We ca l l  upon the  Par t ies  to  the  UNFCCC to  
recognize  the  impor tance  of  our  Tradi t iona l  
Knowledge  and  prac t ices  shared  by  Indigenous  Peoples  
in  developing  s t ra teg ies  to  address  c l imate  change .  To  
address  c l imate  change  we a lso  ca l l  on  the  UNFCCC to  
recognize  the  h is tor ica l  and  ecologica l  debt  of  the  
Annex 1  countr ies  in  contr ibu t ing  to  greenhouse  gas  
emiss ions .  We ca l l  on  these  countr ies  to  pay  th is  
h is tor ica l  debt .  

  

3 .  We ca l l  on  the  In tergovernmenta l  Panel  on  
Cl imate  Change  ( IPCC),  the  Mil lennium Ecosys tem 
Assessment ,  and  o ther  re levant  ins t i tu t ions  to  suppor t  
Ind igenous  Peoples  in  car ry ing  out  Indigenous  
Peoples’  c l imate  change  assessments .  

  

4 .  We ca l l  upon the  UNFCCC’s  dec is ion-making  
bodies  to  es tab l ish  formal  s t ruc tures  and  mechanisms 
for  and  wi th  the  fu l l  and  ef fec t ive  par t ic ipa t ion  of  
Indigenous  Peoples .  Spec i f ica l ly  we recommend tha t  
the  UNFCCC: 

a .                            Organize  regular  Technica l  Br ief ings  by  Indigenous  
Peoples  on  Tradi t iona l  Knowledge  and  c l imate  change;  

b .                           Recognize  and  engage  the  In terna t ional  Ind igenous  
Peoples’  Forum on  Cl imate  Change  and  i t s  reg ional  
foca l  po in ts  in  an  advisory  ro le ;  
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c .                             Immedia te ly  es tab l ish  an  Indigenous  foca l  po in t  in  
the  secre tar ia t  o f  the  UNFCCC; 

d .                           Appoin t  Ind igenous  Peoples’  representa t ives  in  
UNFCCC funding  mechanisms in  consul ta t ion  wi th  
Indigenous  Peoples ;  

e .                             Take the  necessary  measures  to  ensure  the  fu l l  and  
ef fec t ive  par t ic ipa t ion  of  Indigenous  and  loca l  
communi t ies  in  formula t ing ,  implement ing ,  and 
moni tor ing  ac t iv i t ies ,  mi t iga t ion ,  and  adapta t ion  
re la t ing  to  impacts  of  c l imate  change .  

  

5 .  Al l  in i t ia t ives  under  Reducing  Emiss ions  f rom 
Defores ta t ion  and  Degradat ion  (REDD) must  secure  
the  recogni t ion  and  implementa t ion  of  the  human 
r igh ts  of  Indigenous  Peoples ,  inc luding  secur i ty  of  
land  tenure ,  ownersh ip ,  recogni t ion  of  land  t i t le  
accord ing  to  t rad i t iona l  ways ,  uses  and  cus tomary  laws 
and  the  mul t ip le  benef i t s  o f  fores ts  for  c l imate ,  
ecosys tems,  and  Peoples  before  tak ing  any  ac t ion .  

  

6 .  We chal lenge S ta tes  to  abandon fa lse  so lu t ions  
to  c l imate  change  tha t  negat ive ly  impact  Indigenous  
Peoples’  r igh ts ,  lands ,  a i r ,  oceans ,  fores ts ,  te r r i to r ies  
and  waters .  These  inc lude  nuclear  energy ,  la rge-sca le  
dams,  geo-engineer ing  techniques ,  “c lean  coa l” ,  agro-
fue ls ,  p lan ta t ions ,  and  market  based  mechanisms such  
as  carbon t rad ing ,  the  Clean  Development  Mechanism,  
and  fores t  o f fse ts .  The  human r igh ts  of  Indigenous  
Peoples  to  pro tec t  our  fores ts  and  fores t  l ive l ihoods  
must  be  recognized ,  respec ted  and  ensured .  
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7 .  We ca l l  for  adequate  and  d i rec t  funding  in  
developed  and  developing  S ta tes  and  for  a  fund  to  be  
c rea ted  to  enable  Indigenous  Peoples’  fu l l  and  
ef fec t ive  par t ic ipa t ion  in  a l l  c l imate  processes ,  
inc luding  adapta t ion ,  mi t iga t ion ,  moni tor ing  and  
t ransfer  of  appropr ia te  technologies  in  order  to  fos te r  
our  empowerment ,  capac i ty-bui ld ing ,  and  educat ion .  
We s t rongly  urge  re levant  Uni ted  Nat ions  bodies  to  
fac i l i ta te  and  fund  the  par t ic ipa t ion ,  educat ion ,  and  
capac i ty  bui ld ing  of  Indigenous  youth  and  women to  
ensure  engagement  in  a l l  in te rna t ional  and  na t ional  
processes  re la ted  to  c l imate  change .  

  

8 .  We ca l l  on  f inancia l  ins t i tu t ions  to  provide  r i sk  
insurance  for  Indigenous  Peoples  to  a l low them to  
recover  f rom ext reme weather  events .  

  

9 .  We ca l l  upon a l l  Uni ted  Nat ions  agencies  to  
address  c l imate  change  impacts  in  the i r  s t ra teg ies  and  
ac t ion  p lans ,  in  par t icu lar  the i r  impacts  on  Indigenous  
Peoples ,  inc luding  the  World  Heal th  Organiza t ion  
(WHO),  Uni ted  Nat ions  Educat ional ,  Sc ien t i f ic  and  
Cul tura l  Organiza t ion  (UNESCO) and  Uni ted  Nat ions  
Permanent  Forum on  Indigenous  Issues  (UNPFII) .  In  
par t icu lar ,  we  ca l l  upon a l l  the  Uni ted  Nat ions  Food 
and  Agr icu l ture  Organiza t ion  (FAO) and  o ther  re levant  
Uni ted  Nat ions  bodies  to  es tab l ish  an  Indigenous  
Peoples’  working  group to  address  the  impacts  of  
c l imate  change  on  food  secur i ty  and  food  sovere ignty  
for  Indigenous  Peoples .  
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10 .  We ca l l  on  Uni ted  Nat ions  Environment  
Programme (UNEP)  to  conduct  a  fas t  t rack  assessment  
of  shor t - te rm dr ivers  of  c l imate  change ,  spec i f ica l ly  
b lack  carbon,  wi th  a  v iew to  in i t ia t ing  negot ia t ion  of  
an  in te rna t ional  agreement  to  reduce  emiss ion  of  b lack  
carbon.  

  

11 .  We ca l l  on  S ta tes  to  recognize ,  respec t  and  
implement  the  fundamenta l  human r igh ts  of  Indigenous  
Peoples ,  inc luding  the  co l lec t ive  r igh ts  to  t rad i t iona l  
ownersh ip ,  use ,  access ,  occupancy  and  t i t le  to  
t rad i t iona l  lands ,  a i r ,  fores ts ,  waters ,  oceans ,  sea  ice  
and  sacred  s i tes  as  wel l  as  to  ensure  tha t  the  r igh ts  
a f f i rmed in  Trea t ies  a re  upheld  and  recognized  in  land  
use  p lanning  and  c l imate  change  mi t iga t ion  s t ra teg ies .  
In  par t icu lar ,  S ta tes  must  ensure  tha t  Ind igenous  
Peoples  have  the  r igh t  to  mobi l i ty  and  are  not  forc ib ly  
removed or  se t t led  away f rom the i r  t rad i t iona l  lands  
and  te r r i to r ies ,  and  tha t  the  r igh ts  of  Peoples  in  
voluntary  i so la t ion  are  upheld .  In  the  case  of  c l imate  
change  migrants ,  appropr ia te  programs and  measures  
must  address  the i r  r igh ts ,  s ta tus ,  condi t ions ,  and  
vulnerabi l i t ies .  

  

12 .  We ca l l  upon s ta tes  to  re turn  and  res tore  
lands ,  te r r i to r ies ,  waters ,  fores ts ,  oceans ,  sea  ice  and  
sacred  s i tes  tha t  have  been  taken  f rom Indigenous  
Peoples ,  l imi t ing  our  access  to  our  t rad i t iona l  ways  of  
l iv ing ,  thereby  caus ing  us  to  misuse  and  expose  our  
lands  to  ac t iv i t ies  and  condi t ions  tha t  cont r ibu te  to  
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c l imate  change .  

  

13 .  In  order  to  provide  the  resources  necessary  for  
our  co l lec t ive  surv iva l  in  response  to  the  c l imate  
c r is i s ,  we  dec lare  our  communi t ies ,  waters ,  a i r ,  
fores ts ,  oceans ,  sea  ice ,  t rad i t iona l  lands  and  
te r r i to r ies  to  be  “Food Sovere ignty  Areas , ”  def ined  
and  d i rec ted  by  Indigenous  Peoples  accord ing  to  
cus tomary  laws,  f ree  f rom ext rac t ive  indus t r ies ,  
defores ta t ion  and  chemica l-based  indus t r ia l  food  
product ion  sys tems ( i .e .  contaminants ,  agro- fue ls ,  
genet ica l ly  modif ied  organisms) .  

  

14 .  We encourage  our  communi t ies  to  exchange  
informat ion  whi le  ensur ing  the  pro tec t ion  and  
recogni t ion  of  and  respec t  for  the  in te l lec tua l  proper ty  
r igh ts  of  Indigenous  Peoples  a t  the  loca l ,  na t iona l  and  
in terna t ional  leve ls  per ta in ing  to  our  Tradi t iona l  
Knowledge ,  innovat ions ,  and  prac t ices .  These  inc lude  
knowledge  and  use  of  land ,  water  and  sea  ice ,  
t rad i t iona l  agr icu l ture ,  fores t  management ,  ances t ra l  
seeds ,  pas tora l i sm,  food  p lan ts ,  an imals  and  medic ines  
and  are  essent ia l  in  developing  c l imate  change  
adapta t ion  and  mi t iga t ion  s t ra teg ies ,  res tor ing  our  food  
sovere ignty  and  food  independence ,  and  s t rengthening  
our  Indigenous  famil ies  and  na t ions .  

  

We offer  to  share  with  humanity  our  
Tradit ional  Knowledge ,  innovat ions ,  and pract ices  

re levant  to  c l imate  change,  provided our  
fundamental  r ights  as  intergenerat ional  guardians  
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of  th is  knowledge  are  fu l ly  recognized and 
respected .  We re i terate  the  urgent  need for  

co l lect ive  act ion .  

Agreed  by  consensus  of  the  par t ic ipants  in  the  
Indigenous  Peoples’  Global  Summit  on  Cl imate  

Change,  Anchorage  Alaska ,  Apr i l  24 t h  2009  

 
 

 

Proposal Universal Declaration 
of the Rights of Mother Earth 

Taken a t  Cochibamaba,  Bol iv ia  
Apr i l  24 ,  2010 

 
Preamble  

We,  the  peoples  and  na t ions  of  Ear th :  cons ider ing  
tha t  we are  a l l  par t  o f  Mother  Ear th ,  an  ind iv is ib le ,  
l iv ing  communi ty  of  in te r re la ted  and in terdependent  
be ings  wi th  a  common des t iny ;  gra te fu l ly  
acknowledging  tha t  Mother  Ear th  i s  the  source  of  l i fe ,  
nour ishment  and  learn ing  and  provides  every th ing  we 
need  to  l ive  wel l ;  recogniz ing  tha t  the  capi ta l i s t  
sys tem and  a l l  forms of  depredat ion ,  explo i ta t ion ,  
abuse  and  contaminat ion  have  caused  grea t  
des t ruc t ion ,  degradat ion  and  d is rupt ion  of  Mother  
Ear th ,  pu t t ing  l i fe  as  we know i t  today  a t  r i sk  through 
phenomena such  as  c l imate  change;  convinced  tha t  in  
an  in te rdependent  l iv ing  communi ty  i t  i s  no t  poss ib le  
to  recognize  the  r igh ts  of  on ly  human be ings  wi thout  
caus ing  an  imbalance  wi th in  Mother  Ear th ;  



Fourth  World   Journal  Vol  9  Num 1 ,  2010       ≈   xvi  

aff irming  tha t  to  guarantee  human r igh ts  i t  i s  
necessary  to  recognize  and  defend  the  r igh ts  of  Mother  
Ear th  and  a l l  be ings  in  her  and  tha t  there  a re  ex is t ing  
cu l tures ,  p rac t ices  and  laws tha t  do  so ;  consc ious  of  
the  urgency  of  tak ing  dec is ive ,  co l lec t ive  ac t ion  to  
t ransform s t ruc tures  and  sys tems tha t  cause  c l imate  
change  and  o ther  th rea ts  to  Mother  Ear th ;  

procla im  th is  Universa l  Declara t ion  of  the  Rights  
of  Mother  Ear th ,  and  ca l l  on  the  Genera l  Assembly  of  
the  Uni ted  Nat ion  to  adopt  i t ,  as  a  common s tandard  of  
achievement  for  a l l  peoples  and  a l l  na t ions  of  the  
wor ld ,  and  to  the  end  tha t  every  ind iv idual  and  
ins t i tu t ion  takes  respons ib i l i ty  for  promot ing  through 
teaching ,  educat ion ,  and  consc iousness  ra is ing ,  respec t  
for  the  r igh ts  recognized  in  th is  Declara t ion  and  ensure  
through prompt  and  progress ive  measures  and  
mechanisms,  na t ional  and  in terna t ional ,  the i r  un iversa l  
and  ef fec t ive  recogni t ion  and  observance  among a l l  
peoples  and  S ta tes  in  the  wor ld .  

 
Art ic le  1 .  Mother  Earth  

(1 )   Mother  Ear th  i s  a  l iv ing  be ing .  
(2)   Mother  Ear th  i s  a  un ique ,  ind iv is ib le ,  se l f -

regula t ing  communi ty  of  in te r re la ted  be ings  tha t  
sus ta ins ,  conta ins  and  reproduces  a l l  be ings .  

(3)   Each  be ing  i s  def ined  by  i t s  re la t ionships  as  
an  in tegra l  par t  o f  Mother  Ear th .  

(4)   The  inherent  r igh ts  of  Mother  Ear th  a re  
ina l ienable  in  tha t  they  ar ise  f rom the  same source  as  
ex is tence .  

(5)   Mother  Ear th  and  a l l  be ings  a re  en t i t led  to  a l l  
the  inherent  r igh ts  recognized  in  th is  Declara t ion  
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without  d is t inc t ion  of  any  k ind ,  such  as  may be  made  
be tween organic  and  inorganic  be ings ,  spec ies ,  o r ig in ,  
use  to  human be ings ,  o r  any  o ther  s ta tus .  

(6)   Jus t  as  human be ings  have  human r igh ts ,  a l l  
o ther  be ings  a lso  have  r igh ts  which  are  spec i f ic  to  
the i r  spec ies  or  k ind  and  appropr ia te  for  the i r  ro le  and  
funct ion  wi th in  the  communi t ies  wi th in  which  they  
ex is t .  

(7)   The  r igh ts  of  each  be ing  are  l imi ted  by  the  
r igh ts  of  o ther  be ings  and  any  conf l ic t  be tween the i r  
r igh ts  must  be  reso lved  in  a  way tha t  main ta ins  the  
in tegr i ty ,  ba lance  and  hea l th  of  Mother  Ear th .  

 
Art ic le  2 .  Inherent  Rights  of  Mother  Earth  

(1 )   Mother  Ear th  and  a l l  be ings  of  which  she  i s  
composed  have  the  fo l lowing  inherent  r igh ts :  

(a )   the  r igh t  to  l i fe  and  to  ex is t ;  
(b)   the  r igh t  to  be  respec ted ;  
(c )   the  r igh t  to  regenera te  i t s  b io-capaci ty  

and  to  cont inue  i t s  v i ta l  cyc les  and  processes  
f ree  f rom human d is rupt ions ;  

(d)   the  r igh t  to  main ta in  i t s  ident i ty  and  
in tegr i ty  as  a  d is t inc t ,  se l f - regula t ing  and  
in ter re la ted  be ing;  

(e )   the  r igh t  to  water  as  a  source  of  l i fe ;  
( f )    the  r igh t  to  c lean  a i r ;  
(g)   the  r igh t  to  in tegra l  hea l th ;  
(h)    the  r igh t  to  be  f ree  f rom 

contaminat ion ,  po l lu t ion  and  tox ic  or  
rad ioac t ive  was te ;  

( i )     the  r igh t  to  not  have  i t s  genet ic  
s t ruc ture  modif ied  or  d is rupted  in  a  manner  tha t  
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th rea tens  i t  in tegr i ty  or  v i ta l  and  hea l thy  
funct ioning;  

( j )     the  r igh t  to  fu l l  and  prompt  
res tora t ion  the  v io la t ion  of  the  r igh ts  
recognized  in  th is  Declara t ion  caused  by  human 
ac t iv i t ies ;  

(2)   Each  be ing  has  the  r igh t  to  a  p lace  and  to  
p lay  i t s  ro le  in  Mother  Ear th  for  her  harmonious  
funct ioning .  

(3)   Every  be ing  has  the  r igh t  to  wel lbe ing  and  to  
l ive  f ree  f rom tor ture  or  c rue l  t rea tment  by  human 
be ings .  

 
Art ic le  3 .  Obl igat ions  of  human beings  to  Mother  
Earth  

(1 )   Every  human be ing  is  respons ib le  for  
respec t ing  and  l iv ing  in  harmony wi th  Mother  Ear th .  

(2)   Human be ings ,  a l l  S ta tes ,  and  a l l  publ ic  and  
pr iva te  ins t i tu t ions  must :  

(a )   ac t  in  accordance  wi th  the  r igh ts  and  
obl iga t ions  recognized  in  th is  Declara t ion ;  

(b)   recognize  and  promote  the  fu l l  
implementa t ion  and  enforcement  of  the  r igh ts  
and  obl iga t ions  recognized  in  th is  Declara t ion ;  

(c )   p romote  and  par t ic ipa te  in  learn ing ,  
ana lys is ,  in te rpre ta t ion  and  communica t ion  
about  how to  l ive  in  harmony wi th  Mother  
Ear th  in  accordance  wi th  th is  Declara t ion ;  

(d)   ensure  tha t  the  pursu i t  o f  human 
wel lbe ing  contr ibu tes  to  the  wel lbe ing  of  
Mother  Ear th ,  now and  in  the  fu ture ;  

(e )   es tab l ish  and  apply  ef fec t ive  norms 
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and laws for  the  defence ,  p ro tec t ion  and  
conserva t ion  of  the  r igh ts  of  Mother  Ear th ;  

( f )    respec t ,  p ro tec t ,  conserve  and  where  
necessary ,  res tore  the  in tegr i ty ,  o f  the  v i ta l  
eco logica l  cyc les ,  p rocesses  and  ba lances  of  
Mother  Ear th ;  

(g)   guarantee  tha t  the  damages  caused  by  
human v io la t ions  of  the  inherent  r igh ts  
recognized  in  th is  Declara t ion  are  rec t i f ied  and  
tha t  those  respons ib le  a re  he ld  accountable  for  
res tor ing  the  in tegr i ty  and  hea l th  of  Mother  
Ear th ;  

(h)   empower  human be ings  and  
ins t i tu t ions  to  defend  the  r igh ts  of  Mother  
Ear th  and  of  a l l  be ings ;  

( i )    es tab l ish  precaut ionary  and  res t r ic t ive  
measures  to  prevent  human ac t iv i t ies  f rom 
caus ing  spec ies  ex t inc t ion ,  the  des t ruc t ion  of  
ecosys tems or  the  d is rupt ion  of  ecologica l  
cyc les ;  

( j )    guarantee  peace  and  e l iminate  nuclear ,  
chemica l  and  b io logica l  weapons;  

(k)   p romote  and  suppor t  p rac t ices  of  
respec t  for  Mother  Ear th  and  a l l  be ings ,  in  
accordance  wi th  the i r  own cul tures ,  t rad i t ions  
and  cus toms;  

( l )     p romote  economic  sys tems tha t  a re  in  
harmony wi th  Mother  Ear th  and  in  accordance  
wi th  the  r igh ts  recognized  in  th is  Declara t ion .  

 
Art ic le  4 .  Def in i t ions  
(1 )   The  te rm “being”  inc ludes  ecosys tems,  
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natura l  communi t ies ,  spec ies  and  a l l  o ther  na tura l  
en t i t ies  which  ex is t  as  par t  o f  Mother  Ear th .  

(2)   Noth ing  in  th is  Declara t ion  res t r ic ts  the  
recogni t ion  of  o ther  inherent  r igh ts  of  a l l  be ings  or  
spec i f ied  be ings .  
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