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The Fourth  World  Journal  i s  
devoted to  advancing the  
appl icat ion of  t radi t ional  

knowledge to  unders tanding and promoting  
construct ive  and peaceful  re la t ions  between peoples ;  
and to  the  examinat ion and explanat ion of  so lut ions  
to  chal lenges  that  rankle  the  human condit ion.  Each 
year  our  publ icat ion demonstra tes  growing 
improvement  and expansion of  indigenous  sc iences  
and their  benef ic ia l  uses  he lp ing  us  unders tand 
bet ter  approaches  to  so lv ing  di f f icul t  predicaments  
exper ienced by  indigenous  peoples  the  world  over  as  
wel l  as  chal lenges  faced by  metropol i tan 
populat ions .  

I t  i s  essent ia l  that  we a l l  unders tand our  world  
and interact  with  a l l  i t s  par ts  with  greater  ease  and 
success .   To do so,  requires  that  we draw on the  bes t  
knowledge,  the  bes t  sc ient i f ic  tools  and the  most  
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ef fec t ive  appl icat ion of  both.  

There  are  cer ta in  aspects  o f  knowledge and 
sc ient i f ic  tools  whether  produced by  the  exper iences  
of  indigenous  peoples  or  metropol i tan peoples  that  
s tand as  universa l .  These  seem to  be  hardwired into  
a l l  human being.   Yet ,  there  are  other  knowledge 
sys tems that  are  unique to  groups  of  people  and even 
local i t ies  large ly  def ined by  human re la t ionships  to  
each other  and to  the  land and the  cosmos.   Those  
unique knowledge sys tems can explore  the  mundane 
as  wel l  as  the  subl ime and help  expla in  sui tab le  
t ruths  about  l iv ing  in  a  speci f ic  loca l i ty .  

When more  c lose ly  examined,  i t  i s  sometimes  
the  case  that  the  unique knowledge sys tems of  
indigenous  peoples  may have wider  appl icat ions—
uti l i ty  in  other  p laces—by other  indigenous  peoples  
and metropol i tan socie t ies .  

Considered without  b ias ,  indigenous  sc ient i f ic  
knowledge f rom di f ferent  loca l i t ies  may indeed 
prove to  be  benef ic ia l  for  the  secur i ty ,  heal th ,  
happiness  and/or  sp ir i tua l  growth of  o ther  peoples .  
I t  i s  a lso  t rue  that  some sc ient i f ic  knowledge is  
rea l ly  benef ic ia l  in  the  local i ty  of  i t s  or ig in .  In  
e i ther  case ,  i t  i s  a  va luable  to  gain  access  to  
t radi t ional  knowledge and indigenous  sc iences  and 
add them to  the  g lobal  body of  knowledge and 
sys tems of  thought .  

The United  Nat ions  Framework Convent ion on 
Cl imate  Change Secretar ia t  invi ted  the  Center  for  
World  Indigenous  Studies  (and therefore  th is  
Journal  as  wel l )  to  jo in  in  par tnership  with  the  
Nairobi  Work Program. CWIS has  agreed to  
contr ibute  to  the  growing dia log  a imed at  ident i fy ing  
sc iences  and sui tab le  knowledge to  uncover  
s t ra teg ies  for  c l imate  change adaptat ion and 
mit igat ion.   We are  qui te  f rankly  p leased to  jo in  in  
th is  e f for t  to  promote  t radi t ional  knowledge and 
indigenous  sc iences  as  a  par t  o f  th is  cr i t ica l  e f for t .  
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The Center  for  World  Indigenous  Studies ,  as  a  
par t  o f  i t s  e f for ts  to  address  food secur i ty ,  c l imate  
re fugees ,  land tenure  pol ic ies  and implementat ion of  
re levant  par ts  o f  the  UN Declarat ion on the  Rights  
of  Indigenous  Peoples  recognizes  the  importance  of  
the  Nairobi  Work Plan.   CWIS research and pol icy  
development  outcomes in  these  and re la ted  f ie lds  are  
be ing  documented and wi l l  be  reported  to  the  
UNFCCC-Nairobi  Work Program and shared with  
indigenous  peoples ,  NWP partners  as  wel l  as  s ta tes '  
government  par t ies ,  in ternat ional  non-governmenta l  
organizat ions,  non-governmenta l  organizat ions,  
research ins t i tu tes  and the  in -country  pr ivate  sector .  

The Nairobi  Work Program focuses  on 
adaptat ion,  assessment  methodologies ,  and the  range 
of  vulnerabi l i t ies  appropr ia te  to  local ,  reg ional  and 
internat ional  environments .  

 The Center  i s  uniquely  pos i t ioned due to  our  
emphasis  on indigenous  peoples  to  contr ibute  to  th is  
process  in  ways  that  can direct ly  benef i t  indigenous  
peoples  as  wel l  as  promote  construct ive  and 
cooperat ive  e f for ts  to  advance  adaptat ion pol ic ies  
and pract ices  with  s ta tes '  governments .  

Our  emphasis  in  the  par tnership  i s  on the  
appl icat ion of  t radi t ional  sys tems and t radi t ional  
knowledge as  e f fec t ive  approaches  to  c l imate  change 
mit igat ion and adaptat ion.   We have ca l led  for  the  
appl icat ion of  t radi t ional  knowledge to  construct ive  
responses  to  c l imate  change.   We have emphasized 
the  importance  of  ident i fy ing  the  mechanisms of  
t radi t ional  knowledge that  resul t  in  e f fec t ive  
adaptat ion at  the  leve l  o f  indigenous  communit ies .  
These  may inc lude governance,  heal th ,  socia l  
organizat ion,  economics  and cul tura l  s tandards  for  
customary regulat ion.  

In  th is  i ssue  of  the  Fourth  World  Journal  we 
benef i t  f rom the  considerable  e f for ts  o f  contr ibutors  
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concerned with  indigenous  research,  comparisons  of  
s ta te  t reatment  of  indigenous  peoples ,  s tory  te l l ing,  
and recent  accomplishments  by  indigenous  peoples  
in  the  d ip lomatic  arena.  

Centra l  to  th is  i ssue  of  FWJ,  as  a lways,  i s  the  
sys tematic  unders tanding of  indigenous  peoples ’  
perspect ives ,  appl icat ion of  t radi t ional  knowledge 
and achievements  in  the  reduct ion of  conf l ic t  
between indigenous  peoples  and s ta tes ’  government  
that  compete  for  land and resources  as  wel l  as  
pol i t ica l  in f luence  in  re la t ions  between nat ions  and 
s ta tes .  

Louis Botha, Lecturer  a t  the  Department  of  
Educat ion and Internat ional  Studies  a t  Oslo  
Univers i ty  Col lege  in  Brie f  excur s ions  in to  r e f l ex ive  
wr i t ing  a s  a  method :  Ind igenous  Research  wr i tes  in  th is  
Peer  Reviewed  essay  with  pass ion and c lar i ty  about  
h is  exper iences  col laborat ing  with  indigenous  
peoples  in  research consider ing  the  poss ib i l i t ies  that  
can come from “ref lexive  e thnographic”  wri t ing.  His  
essay  is  both  reveal ing  of  research methods  and of  
the  re la t ionship  between an indigenous  epis temology 
and that  o f  a  socia l  sc ient is t  s tudied in  western  
European epis temology.  

Patricia Spence i s  an  educator ,  counselor  
and pract i t ioner  of  depth  psychology f rom Manitoba,  
Canada fasc inated by  the  “s tory”  and i t ’ s  a f fec ts  on 
the  qual i ty  of  human happiness .  In  The  Land,  the  
S tory te l l e r  and  the  Grea t  Cauldron  o f  Making  Meaning  
reveal  the  knowledge of  “s tory”  learned among Cree  
in  Ontar io  and Manitoba reveal ing  the  intr icac ies  of  
the  s toryte l ler ’s  mind.  

Wilson Manyfingers ,  a  Cree  f rom near  
the  southeastern  par t  o f  Hudson Bay,  Canada of fers  
an  exci t ing  proposal  for  the  convening of  an  
internat ional  conference  in  2014 ent i t led,  Toward  the  
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Coex i s t ence  o f  Nat ions  and  S ta te s :  A  Congre s s  o f  Nat ions  
and  S ta te s  on  the  heals  o f  a  United  Nat ions  Genera l  
Assembly  vote  in  favor  of  a  Bol iv ia  government  
resolut ion ca l l ing  for  the  UN to  sponsor  an 
Internat ional  Conference  on Indigenous  Peoples  in  
2014.  We welcome Mr.  Manfingers  back to  the  
Fourth  World  Journal ’s  pages  a f ter  a  long hia tus .  

Dr. Kanchan Sarker of  the  I rv ing  K.  
Barber  School  of  Arts  and Sciences ,  Univers i ty  of  
Br i t i sh  Columbia  of fers  in  h is  essay  Ind igenous  
Peop le s  in  Ind ia  and  Canada:  I s sue s  in  Inc lus ion  a  
t ight ly  woven analys is  o f  indigenous  peoples  and 
their  re la t ions  with  each of  the  governments  of  
Canada and India .  His  comparat ive  analys is  i s  both  
te l l ing  and informative ,  o f fer ing  the  potent ia l i ty  for  
rapprochement  between indigenous  peoples ’  
governing ins t i tu t ions  and s ta tes ’  governments .  

In  Rudolph C. Rÿser’s Comments  and  
Recommendat ions  on  the  Uni t ed  S ta te s  Rev iew  o f  the  UN 
Dec lara t ion  on  the  Righ t s  o f  Ind igenous  Peop le s  
(UNDRIP)  I  o f fer  in  th is  i ssue  an ins ight  in to  the  
debate  on UNDRIP descr ib ing  some of  the  key  
issues  a f fec t ing  or  perhaps  inf luencing  the  US 
government’s  pol icy  regarding  the  UN Declarat ion.  
Noting  that  the  US government  switched i t s  vote  in  
the  UN Genera l  Assembly  f rom opposi t ion to  
support  for  UNDRIP I  update  the  or ig inal  
submiss ion to  the  US Department  of  Sta te  with  an 
epi log  d iscuss ing  the  actual  meaning of  US 
“support .”  

Though or ig inal ly  publ ished in  1993,  Associate  

Scholar  and Contr ibut ing  Edi tor  Jay Taber 
writes  in  th is  i ssue’s  Book Review  a  br ie f  but  
important  rev iew of  Brotherhood  to  Nat ionhood  by  
Peter  McFarlane.  Taber ’s  rev iew descr ibes  the  
McFarlane’s  s tory  of  Chief  George  Manuel ’s  r i se  
f rom leader  of  the  Nat ional  Indian Brotherhood to  a  
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global  leader  who was  nominated for  the  Nobel  
Peace  Pr ize .  

We are  grate fu l  to  our  loyal  supporters  and readers  
for  cont inuing to  s t imulate  us  and encourage  us  as  
we publ ish  yet  another  i ssue  of  the  Fourth  World  
Journal .  
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